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Christian Brothers College Cork
Cork, Ireland

A Cork day school since 1888 where the Munster Senior Cup rivalry with

PBC has shaped generations on the rugby field.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 47/100

Academic outcomes 55/100

University placement 52/100

Prestige & heritage 62/100

Alumni network 12/100

Facilities 50/100

Transparency 42/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Christian Brothers College Cork is one of the old names in Cork education: founded in **1888**, Catholic, 

boys only in character even when the real draw is wider than that label, and resolutely a day school. Its 

distinction is not novelty but continuity. This is a school with a long civic footprint in the city and a public 

identity forged as much on the rugby pitch as in the classroom. The Munster Senior Cup rivalry with 

Presentation Brothers College gives CBC a *hard-edged local prestige* that many schools spend decades 

trying to manufacture and never achieve. For families who value belonging, ritual and a school culture 

that feels *deeply rooted*, CBC has a clear proposition.
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What puts it on a shortlist is the combination of age range, expectation and identity. It serves pupils from 

**11–18**, teaches in English, and sits squarely within the Irish system without dressing itself up as 

something more international than it is. That matters. Parents looking for an Irish day school with a 

defined Catholic ethos, visible tradition and a strong sense of collective life will find CBC easier to read 

than schools that blur every edge in pursuit of broad appeal. The attraction is *institutional confidence*: a 

school that knows what it is, does not need reinvention every few years, and benefits from generations of 

local recognition. The trade-off is just as clear. Families who want a softer, more experimental or less 

tradition-bound environment will find the culture too fixed.

The student who will thrive here is competitive, sociable and comfortable in a school where history 

carries weight. CBC suits boys who enjoy structure, respond to clear expectations and want to be part of 

something *larger than themselves*. Sport-minded pupils, especially those drawn to rugby, will feel the 

force of that culture most sharply; for them, the school offers *tribal loyalty* and a city-wide profile that 

reaches beyond the gates. Equally, students who value routine, community and a recognisable framework 

for adolescent life will see the appeal. It is less well suited to children who need a loose institutional grip, 

or who resist schools with a *strong inherited identity*. In market terms, CBC is a classic Cork day school 

with staying power: not for everyone, but for the right family, *a serious contender*.

S T R E N G T H S

Founded in 1888, CBC Cork is a long-established

Cork institution with a continuous history

spanning over 130 years under Edmund Rice

Schools Trust trusteeship.

The school has a well-documented rugby

pedigree, having produced Ireland and Munster

internationals including Donal Lenihan,

Donnacha O'Callaghan, Tomas O'Leary and

Stephen Archer.

CBC has won multiple Munster Schools Rugby

Senior Cup titles, giving pupils access to a

structured player-development pathway from

U14 through to senior level.

Admission to the Secondary College is

guaranteed for all pupils progressing from the

CBC Preparatory School, giving continuity for

families who enter at primary level.

The school offers a range of co-curricular

activities beyond rugby, including music, drama

and debating, alongside the standard Irish state

curriculum.

T R A D E - O F F S

CBC is a single-sex boys' school, so it will not

suit families seeking co-education for their

children.

It is a fee-paying school, and historical fee levels

(reported around 3,000-4,500 euro per year in

past years) mean it sits outside Ireland's free

state-funded secondary system.

Admission for external applicants is not exam-

based but relies heavily on locality, feeder-

primary links, and family history with the school,

which can disadvantage newly arrived or

unconnected families.

The school's academic profile is less prominently

ranked than crosstown rival Presentation

Brothers College, which has been cited as Cork's

top-performing boys' school in recent Irish

Times rankings.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Entry is primarily via the CBC Preparatory School, whose pupils are guaranteed progression to the 

Secondary College. For other applicants, admission is not based on any entrance exam or aptitude test; 

instead, priority tends to go to boys living locally, attending traditional feeder primary schools, or with 

existing family links to CBC. This relationship-based system can make places harder to obtain for 

relocating or newly arrived families without prior local ties. The secondary school enrols over 900 boys, 

and the college remains fee-paying and single-sex.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_0261952ed5.
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