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GEMS Wellington Academy - Al Khail

Dubai, United Arab Emirates

C O 0 PEERLCECEE 0 - b el i T

posEnEr nEm -

In Dubai Hills, swimmers train at a GEMS Centre of Excellence while
KHDA inspectors mark the school just shy of the top band across the
board.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 69/100
Academic outcomes 73/100
University placement 71/100
Prestige & heritage 67/100
Alumni network 57/100
Facilities 79/100
Transparency 72/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

In Dubai Hills, GEMS Wellington Academy - Al Khail trades on two things that matter to parents:
inspection strength and serious sport. The school opened in 2013, teaches the British curriculum in
English from ages 3 to 18, and holds BSO accreditation. The fee point is *premium*: an average annual
day fee of **AED 72,254** across the full school. This is not a budget British school trading on a famous
chain name. It sits in Dubai’s upper day-school market and needs to justify that price with delivery, not
branding.
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What puts it on a shortlist is the combination of breadth and focus. The school covers the full age range,
from early years through post-16, and the early years offer is more distinct than the standard “play-
based” script: the nursery uses a Reggio Emilia-inspired approach, while EYFS is framed around small
classes and purposeful play. Higher up the school, the sharper point is swimming. The editorial context
places it as a GEMS Centre of Excellence for swimmers, and that matters because specialist sport only
counts when it is built into school life rather than bolted on as an after-school extra. Add KHDA inspection
performance that sits just shy of the top band across the board, and the picture is clear: this is a school
with *real operational substance*, not just polished messaging.

The best fit is a family that wants a through-school with *clear academic intent*, strong day-to-day
structure and enough scale to offer proper facilities, activities and post-16 continuity. It will also suit
students who want ambitious peers without the atmosphere of an old-established, ultra-traditional British
transplant. Swimmers have an obvious reason to look hard. So do pupils who thrive in an organised,
*future-facing* environment with visible support from nursery to sixth form. Families looking for a
cheaper British option, a tiny community school, or a visibly alternative educational philosophy will find
stronger fits elsewhere. This school is for parents willing to pay **3-18** continuity at a *demanding*
Dubai price for a campus that covers the essentials well and adds a credible sporting edge.

STRENGTHS TRADE-OFFS

o Full British curriculum from Nursery to Post-16 o KHDA rating is Very good, not the top

on a single campus. Outstanding band.

o English-medium teaching suits many expatriate « No boarding option for families needing
families. residential care.

o Broad sixth-form offer combining A Level and ¢ Non-religious ethos may not suit faith-based
BTEC Level 3 routes. preferences.

o Publishes GCSE, A Level and BTEC results on its ¢ British-only curriculum may not suit families
own website. wanting other systems.

o Strong co-curricular provision, with world-class
sport and dance scores.
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ADMISSIONS

GEMS Wellington Academy - Al Khail is a day school in Dubai for ages 3 to 18, so the main entry points
are the start of the early years, primary, secondary and sixth-form phases, subject to places. The material
provided does not set out a fixed annual admissions deadline, so families should assume applications are
considered against current availability rather than a single national cut-off. The school follows a British
curriculum and offers an admission process with an age-placement guide, both signposted on its website,
which matters particularly for sixth-form applicants choosing between A Level and BTEC Level 3 routes.

The school does not publish, in the material supplied here, a detailed breakdown of its admissions
assessments or any distinctive selection process. It is therefore safest to say that assessment is likely to
be age-appropriate and part of a standard admissions review, rather than highly selective in the
independent-school sense. Likewise, no bursary or means-tested financial-aid provision is stated in the
sources, so families should not assume it exists without checking directly.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.
Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch 032261 7£56.
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