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Interlochen Arts Academy
Interlochen, United States

Set on 1,200 wooded acres between two lakes, teenagers major in music,

dance, film, or writing alongside college-prep academics.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 56/100

Academic outcomes 62/100

University placement 65/100

Prestige & heritage 70/100

Alumni network 2/100

Facilities 69/100

Transparency 60/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Interlochen Arts Academy occupies a rare place in the American boarding-school market: a specialist arts 

conservatory for teenagers that still delivers a full college-preparatory education. The setting matters. A 

campus of **1,200 acres** between two lakes gives the school physical scale that few arts schools can 

match, and that scale feeds the experience: room for rehearsal, performance, practice and retreat, not 

just classroom turnover. Founded in **1928**, Interlochen carries institutional weight and a long-

established identity. This is not a school that adds arts to a standard academic model; the arts are the 

organising principle. For families who want serious pre-professional training in music, dance, film or 

writing without abandoning an American secondary education, Interlochen sits in a narrow and important 
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category. *This is a school for commitment, not dabbling.*

What puts it on a shortlist is the combination of intensity and breadth. The published student-teacher 

ratio of **1:4** signals a level of contact and individual attention that most mainstream boarding schools 

do not offer. That matters in the arts, where progress depends on critique, repetition and close mentoring.

Interlochen also benefits from being old enough to know what it is. Many schools talk about nurturing 

creativity; Interlochen structures daily life around it. Parents need to read this accurately: *the attraction 

is immersion*, not balance in the conventional independent-school sense. A teenager who wants broad co-

curricular sampling, a big-sport campus culture, or a lighter artistic load will find better fits elsewhere. 

*The pressure is real.* So is the opportunity.

The right student for Interlochen is disciplined, resilient and already deeply invested in an art form. 

Talent matters, but work rate matters more. Students who thrive here want peers who care as much as 

they do, teachers who correct them directly, and a campus culture where artistic ambition is normal 

rather than eccentric. They also need to tolerate the demands of a boarding-and-day school in a rural 

Michigan setting, where the environment offers *space, focus and solitude* rather than urban distraction. 

For the right family, the appeal is clear: *serious young artists live among other serious young artists*, in 

English, within an American curriculum, at a school built for exactly that purpose.

S T R E N G T H S

Boarding and day options for ages 14–18.

Pre-conservatory focus on music, theatre, dance,

visual arts.

English-language teaching suits many

international families.

NAIS accreditation offers recognised external

oversight.

T R A D E - O F F S

American curriculum may not suit other

systems.

Non-religious ethos may not suit faith-based

families.

Location in Interlochen, Michigan is relatively

remote.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Interlochen Arts Academy is a boarding and day school for ages 14–18, so the main entry points are the 

high-school years rather than younger grades. Given its pre-conservatory arts focus, admission is likely to 

be tied not only to academic fit within the American curriculum but also to assessed artistic promise in 

disciplines such as music, theatre, dance and visual arts. The school does not, in the material provided 

here, publish a public timetable of admissions deadlines, nor does it set out a standardised assessment 

sequence.

What is clear is that this is a specialist arts school within the wider Interlochen Center for the Arts 

campus in Michigan, and selection is therefore likely to be more discipline-specific than at a conventional 

US boarding school. Families should expect some combination of application materials and artistic review, 

but the precise format — audition, portfolio, interview or additional testing — is not confirmed in the 

supplied sources. Financial aid or bursary availability is likewise not stated in the material provided, so 

parents should verify current support directly with the school.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_16df1d44fd.
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