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Dana Hall School
Wellesley, United States

Founded in 1881 as Wellesley College's feeder school, this all-girls campus

pairs AP rigor with a decades-old equestrian tradition.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 62/100

Academic outcomes 63/100

University placement 61/100

Prestige & heritage 64/100

Alumni network 63/100

Facilities 64/100

Transparency 53/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Dana Hall trades on a format that still has real force in the US market: an all-girls school with boarding, a 

compact age range of 10 to 18, and an academic programme built around the American high school 

diploma with AP on top. That combination gives it a clear identity. This is not a sprawling K–12 operation 

trying to be everything at once; it is a focused middle-and-upper-school campus in Wellesley, founded in 

1881, with a long association with female academic ambition. The core academic proposition is 

strengthened by a **6:1** student-teacher ratio and an average class size of **12**. Those numbers 

matter. They indicate a school built for discussion, close teacher attention and regular performance in 

class, not anonymity at the back of the room.
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What marks Dana Hall out is the blend of *serious academic pressure* and a school culture designed for 

girls to take up space. The school talks a great deal about confidence and voice; in an all-girls setting, that

has substance when the structure backs it up, and here the structure does. Parents looking for a co-ed 

social model will not find it. Parents looking for a place where girls lead discussions, take on advanced 

coursework and do so in a tightly staffed environment will. The boarding offer broadens the market 

beyond greater Boston, and the average annual boarding fee of **$75,950** places Dana Hall firmly in the 

expensive, top-tier US independent bracket. At that price, families are paying for intensity, supervision 

and access, not scale.

The school will suit a student who wants *high-expectation teaching* without the machinery of a giant 

boarding school. It fits girls who are intellectually engaged, comfortable being known well by adults, and 

willing to participate rather than drift. The social and emotional learning emphasis will appeal to families 

who want pastoral infrastructure alongside AP rigour, though the school does not publish public outcome 

data in the information here, so parents will need to ask sharper questions about AP results, university 

destinations and year-group outcomes. Dana Hall belongs on a shortlist because it offers a *distinct, 

coherent proposition*: girls-only, academically demanding, small classes, boarding and day options, and a 

long-established campus identity in one of Greater Boston’s most education-focused towns. For the right 

student, that mix is *hard to replicate*.

S T R E N G T H S

Clear mission centered on girls’ education

Strong college-preparatory academic

environment

Beautiful campus beside Wellesley College

Small scale allows students to be known

T R A D E - O F F S

All-girls model won’t suit every student

Selective admissions can feel competitive

Smaller size may limit overall program breadth
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A D M I S S I O N S

Families should approach Dana Hall with a clear understanding of fit. The school is not simply a strong 

independent school in suburban Boston; it is a mission-driven girls’ school with a defined point of view 

about how students grow academically and personally. Applicants should be ready to explain why an all-

girls environment appeals, how they contribute to community life, and what kind of academic setting 

helps them thrive. Strong grades and teacher recommendations will matter, but so will evidence of 

curiosity, initiative, kindness, and willingness to participate fully.

For boarding applicants, it is especially important to show maturity and readiness for residential life. For 

day families, the question is often whether the student will embrace the school’s culture rather than 

merely attend it. Campus visits, interviews, and thoughtful school-specific responses are worth 

prioritizing. The most persuasive applications are likely to come from students who can connect Dana 

Hall’s history, size, and ethos to their own goals.

N O T A B L E  A L U M N I  ( 1 0 )

SPORT: Elizabeth Pond, Emily Spencer

DRAMA: Ali Wentworth, Hillary B. Smith

VISUAL_ARTS: Frances Simpson Stevens

LETTERS: Constance Noyes Robertson, Alice Balch Abbot

POLITICS: Ange Kagame

SCIENCE: Helen Hartness Flanders, Constance Noyes Robertson

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_1ffd501458.
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