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The Grammar School at Leeds
Leeds, United Kingdom

Where a 1552 boys' grammar school and an 1876 girls' high school fused

into one diamond-model campus across 140 Yorkshire acres

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 68/100

Academic outcomes 69/100

University placement 67/100

Prestige & heritage 70/100

Alumni network 69/100

Facilities 70/100

Transparency 60/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

The Grammar School at Leeds sits in a crowded northern independent market with one clear advantage: 

depth without anonymity. This is a day school for ages 3–18 on a large Leeds campus, drawing on the 

institutional weight of a **1552** foundation and the later Leeds Girls’ High School tradition, then recast 

in 2005 into one school. The result is not a boutique offer and not a boarding machine. It is a substantial 

local independent with a long academic inheritance, a broad age range and enough scale to give pupils 

room to specialise. The diamond structure will matter to some families: co-educational in the early years 

and sixth form, with boys and girls taught separately through parts of the middle years. For parents who 

want *tradition without stiffness* and *academic ambition without a hothouse script*, that remains a 
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distinctive proposition.

What puts GSAL on a shortlist is straightforward. University outcomes are strong and public: **82%** of 

the 2024 leavers went to top-100 universities, with 9 to Oxbridge and 55 to Russell Group institutions. 

The school’s **12:1** student–teacher ratio and average class size of **20** point to a setting that can 

still give individual attention while offering a wide senior-school life. This is the pitch: a serious academic 

school with the infrastructure of a large all-through day school, serving families who want their child in 

Leeds rather than sent away to board. It carries *institutional heft*, *clear academic intent* and the 

convenience of a day-school model.

The children who fit GSAL best are able, busy and comfortable in a structured environment. They do not 

need a progressive school that dissolves hierarchy and they do not need the narrow intensity of a pure 

exam factory. They will value strong teaching, a visible route to competitive universities and a school 

culture with established habits and expectations. Families who want a small, experimental or overtly 

pastoral alternative will find GSAL less compelling. Families who want *a big-school range with local 

roots*, *serious classroom standards* and *a practical route to selective universities* will find a school 

with a strong case for consideration.

S T R E N G T H S

Strong university progression, with 82% of 2024

leavers to top-100 universities and nine to

Oxbridge.

All-through co-educational day school for ages 3-

18, offering continuity from early years to sixth

form.

Favourable 12:1 student-teacher ratio.

Non-religious, secular environment for families

wanting an independent school without a

confessional framework.

Long-established Leeds reputation with strong

Russell Group destinations.

T R A D E - O F F S

Day-only provision, with no boarding option.

Average class size of 20 makes it structured

rather than intimate.

Best suited to self-motivated pupils rather than

those needing constant pastoral support.

The present institution dates only from the 2005

merger, whatever the 1552 lineage.
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A D M I S S I O N S

The Grammar School at Leeds is a private co-educational day school for ages 3-18, so the entry bands are 

likely to include the early years, junior school, senior school and sixth form. Beyond that, we were unable 

to independently verify a formal admissions calendar, named entry years or a standard deadline structure 

for this review. Nor could we confirm whether places are offered on a rolling basis or tied to fixed 

assessment windows. Parents should therefore expect age-based entry points across the full school, but 

verify the practical timetable directly with admissions.

Selection is, by inference from the school's outcomes, competitive rather than automatic, but we could 

not verify the assessment format from the sources available. That means no responsible claim can be 

made about interviews, test papers, reference requirements or sixth-form subject thresholds. We were 

also unable to confirm the availability or scope of bursaries or other financial-aid arrangements, so 

parents should check these directly. One point worth noting: the current school was created in 2005 

through the merger of Leeds Grammar School and Leeds Girls' High School, despite the much earlier 

1552 foundation date attached to its lineage.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_256aacf231.
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