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Bancroft's School
Woodford Green, United Kingdom

Born from a 1737 Drapers' Company bequest, now pairing rigorous

academics with a distinctive outdoor-adventure pillar in Woodford Green.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 61/100

Academic outcomes 63/100

University placement 61/100

Prestige & heritage 61/100

Alumni network 60/100

Facilities 60/100

Transparency 50/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Bancroft’s trades on two things that rarely sit together this cleanly: deep institutional age and a school 

culture that still feels active rather than ceremonial. The 1737 Drapers’ Company bequest gives it real 

historic weight, but the sharper point for parents is the modern shape of the school: a co-educational 

private day school in Woodford Green, teaching in English, non-religious, and focused on ages 13 to 18 in 

its senior entry. It sits in a useful market niche. This is not a boarding-school proposition built on inherited

grandeur, and it is not a flashy London day school selling metropolitan gloss. It is a serious academic 

school with a more *grounded*, outward-facing character, helped by that distinctive outdoor-adventure 

strand flagged in its identity.
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Scale matters here. The school has around **1,100 pupils** overall, with around **850 in the Senior 

School** and **250 in the Preparatory School**, so it is large enough to offer breadth without tipping into 

anonymity. For families targeting the senior years, that 13–18 structure suits pupils ready for a decisive 

academic push rather than those needing a softer all-through setting from nursery onward. The average 

annual day fee is **£28,683**, which places Bancroft’s in the expensive but not stratospheric end of the 

independent London market. That matters: parents are paying for a long-established academic 

environment and a strong peer group, not for boarding houses, a global brand, or resort-style facilities.

Why shortlist it? Because Bancroft’s offers a *clear, unsentimental proposition* for families who want 

intellectual seriousness without the more theatrical habits of some London independents. Its special edge 

lies in that pairing of rigorous academics with an outdoor-adventure pillar, which gives the school a *less 

cloistered* feel than many competitors built purely around exam culture. The pupil who will want 

Bancroft’s is bright, self-propelled and comfortable in a school that expects work to matter. It suits 

children who value substance over spectacle, who want a co-educational day school rather than a 

boarding identity, and who will thrive in a setting that is *ambitious*, *disciplined* and *not designed for 

hand-holding*.

S T R E N G T H S

Founded in 1737, with long institutional

continuity and Drapers' Company governance

Co-educational day school spanning ages

roughly 7 to 18

World-class music provision

Elite sport and drama, backed by generous

Woodford Green grounds

Drapers' endowment underwrites a meaningful

bursary programme

English-medium British curriculum suits UK

university preparation

T R A D E - O F F S

Day school only; no boarding for overseas

families

British curriculum only; no IB or bilingual

pathway

Dance provision is only solid, well below the

school's other performing arts

Lower international profile than the most

famous London names
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A D M I S S I O N S

Bancroft's is a co-educational private day school in Woodford Green, with pupils from roughly 7 to 18. The 

main admissions pressure sits around entry into the senior school, with sixth-form admission also 

possible. Parents should expect a selective process of the usual independent-school kind; we could not 

confirm from the sources here whether this means written papers, interview, reference or a combination, 

so families should verify the assessment format directly with the school.

The same caution applies to deadlines: families should check the school directly for registration and 

assessment dates. Bancroft's is endowed by the Drapers' Company, which underwrites a meaningful 

bursary programme, so means-tested financial assistance is available; parents should confirm eligibility 

and application timings with the admissions office. What is clear is that Bancroft's is a day school, non-

religious, English-medium, and relatively small-group in teaching terms.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_2e567bca1e.
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