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Paarl Boys' High School
Paarl, South Africa

Founded in 1868 at the foot of Paarl Mountain, this bilingual 'Brotherhood

of the Blue Blazer' blends academic merit-list form with a rugby derby

that fills stadiums.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 62/100

Academic outcomes 62/100

University placement 60/100

Prestige & heritage 70/100

Alumni network 62/100

Facilities 66/100

Transparency 52/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Paarl Boys’ High School occupies a distinct place in South African schooling: a boys’ day school founded 

in **1868**, dual-medium in English and Afrikaans, and old enough to carry real institutional weight 

rather than borrowed tradition. That matters. Parents looking for a school with history, ritual and a settled

sense of itself will find it here. The attraction is not novelty; it is continuity. The school’s public identity 

centres on confidence, challenge and a codified value set, and the wider reputation rests on something 

tougher to manufacture: *deep-rooted loyalty*, *earned prestige* and a culture that has been reinforced 
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over generations.

What puts Paarl Boys’ High on a shortlist is the combination of academic seriousness and masculine 

school culture without boarding. For families who want the structure and esprit de corps of a classic boys’ 

school but need a day format, that is a strong proposition. The bilingual model also widens its reach. A 

dual-medium school in the Western Cape can serve families who want their sons fully at ease in both 

English and Afrikaans, and that carries social as well as academic value. The age range, **13–18**, marks 

it as a straight secondary proposition with no diluted all-through identity. It is non-religious, public, and 

offers the NSC and IEB in the school context supplied; parents should ask directly how those pathways 

are organised in practice, because the school does not publish a clear public explanation here.

The special quality lies in atmosphere. This is for boys who respond to *strong tradition*, *high collective 

expectations* and a *competitive tribal spirit*. The famous blue-blazer identity and the scale of school 

rivalry around Paarl give the place emotional charge; for the right child, that is exhilarating. For the 

wrong one, it is oppressive. A boy who wants anonymity, a loose institutional culture or a softly managed 

adolescence will find a better fit elsewhere. A boy who enjoys belonging, performs well within clear 

structures, and wants a school with *ceremony, status and edge* will understand the appeal quickly.

The caveat is straightforward. Paarl Boys’ High trades on legacy, and legacy schools need to show how 

that heritage translates into present-day academic clarity and pastoral detail. We have not seen public 

aggregate exam data, nor a detailed public account of outcomes by pathway. Parents therefore need to 

press on specifics: subject choice, class sizes, university guidance, and how dual-medium teaching works 

year by year. Even with that opacity, the market position is clear. This is not a flexible, experimental 

school. It is a *high-conviction traditional boys’ school* with **2** languages of instruction and more than 

**150** years of institutional memory. For the boy who wants that world, it will feel like home.

S T R E N G T H S

Founded in 1868, Paarl Boys' High (Boishaai) is

one of the oldest schools in South Africa, giving

it deep institutional history.

The school has produced twenty-one

Springboks, of whom Thomas du Toit is the most

recent member, reflecting a long sporting

pedigree.

Four hostels - Bellevue, Imhoff, Monte Bello and

Werda - house over 400 learners from all parts

of South Africa and abroad, so boarding is a

genuine option alongside day schooling.

The school is classified under the Fee Paying

school category because it is a Public school,

keeping costs below most independent schools.

Boishaai functions as a flagship public school

within District 9, with close ties to its sister

school, Paarl Girls' High, allowing shared social

and cultural activities.

T R A D E - O F F S

The school serves boys only, from Grade 8 to 12,

ruling out co-education for families who prefer a

mixed environment.

Instruction is delivered as a public English- and

Afrikaans-medium school, so English-speaking

expat families should confirm current class-

language allocations before enrolling.

The school maintains a traditional boarding and

day identity shaped by discipline, school pride

and a fierce interschool competitive culture,

which may not suit a boy with little interest in

rugby or organised sport.

As a public (government) school rather than a

fully independent institution, curriculum

delivery and fee structures are tied to Western

Cape Education Department policy, limiting the

flexibility some international families expect.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Paarl Boys' High is a public day and boarding school for boys in Grades 8-12, administered under the 

Western Cape Education Department. Applications for new entrants, typically at Grade 8, require a 

confidential report from the applicant's current school covering academic performance, conduct and 

extramural involvement; this section must be completed by the current headmaster. As a fee-paying 

public school, costs are lower than at most independent schools, but demand for places - especially 

boarding, limited to four hostels - is strong given the school's profile, so families should apply early and 

verify current Afrikaans/English dual-medium arrangements directly with the school.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_316242f499.
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