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Aga Khan Academy Mombasa
Mombasa, Kenya

On Mombasa's Likoni Channel, a Swahili-inspired campus anchors the

network's founding school, where admission is judged purely on merit.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 54/100

Academic outcomes 55/100

University placement 53/100

Prestige & heritage 53/100

Alumni network 52/100

Facilities 55/100

Transparency 42/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Aga Khan Academy Mombasa occupies a distinct niche in East Africa: a full IB day-and-boarding school 

with a stated merit-based admissions model, strong institutional backing and a campus that carries more 

architectural intent than the standard premium-school template. Founded in **2003**, it is the founding 

school of the Aga Khan Academies network, and that matters. Parents are not buying into a one-site 

operation built around personality or fashion; they are buying into a system with a defined educational 

mission and international reference points through IB and CIS accreditation. The Swahili-inspired setting 

on the Likoni Channel gives the school a *strong sense of place* rather than the interchangeable 

corporate feel common in the market.
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What puts it on a shortlist is the combination of seriousness and reach. This is an English-medium IB 

school for ages **3–18**, with both day and boarding provision, which gives it unusual continuity from 

early years to university preparation. The merit-first admissions stance is the sharpest point of difference. 

Many schools talk about inclusion while functioning as fee-filtered enclaves; Aga Khan Academy Mombasa

states a more demanding idea, one tied to talent, leadership and service. That creates a student body with 

*intellectual drive*, *social range* and a stronger sense of purpose than schools built only for the affluent 

local elite. The secular setting with Ismaili Muslim heritage also broadens its appeal: values-led without 

doctrinal narrowness, internationally minded without becoming rootless.

The school will suit students who want a structured, academically ambitious environment and who are 

prepared to earn their place. It fits well for able children who thrive with high expectations, an outward-

facing ethos and a community that prizes service as much as credentials. Boarders who need a stable, 

well-resourced base in Kenya will find that proposition compelling. It is less suited to families hunting for 

a casual, socially loose school experience or a prestige badge without substance. The attraction here is 

*earned opportunity*, *institutional depth* and *clear academic purpose*.

In market terms, Aga Khan Academy Mombasa sits above the crowded field of generic international 

schools and away from the old colonial-brand boarding model. Its value lies in coherence: one campus, 

one mission, one recognised curriculum, and a network identity that extends beyond Mombasa. For 

parents who want an African school with international standards, a *calm confidence* in its own setting, 

and a student culture shaped by merit rather than pure purchasing power, this school deserves close 

attention.

S T R E N G T H S

Offers the full IB continuum (PYP, MYP and

Diploma Programme), giving continuity from

early years through to university entry.

Part of the Aga Khan Academies network, which

operates a stated policy of admitting students

regardless of ability to pay, with need-based

financial aid available.

Purpose-built campus on the Kenyan coast

includes boarding facilities, allowing it to draw

students from across East Africa and beyond.

Backed by the Aga Khan Development Network,

giving it access to institutional resources and

links to sister academies in Hyderabad and

Maputo.

Diploma Programme results are used for

university admissions worldwide, giving

graduates a recognised international

qualification.

T R A D E - O F F S

Boarding and day fees are significant by

regional standards, putting the school out of

reach for most local Kenyan families without a

scholarship.

Being IB-only and academically selective at

entry narrows the pool of applicants to those

already committed to that curriculum and

pathway.

Mombasa's location, while attractive for some,

means fewer extracurricular and cultural

amenities than a large capital city such as

Nairobi.

As a single-campus institution in a network with

only three sister schools worldwide, families

relocating elsewhere may not find an equivalent

transfer option.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Entry points exist at multiple grade levels from early primary through to the IB Diploma Programme in 

Grades 11-12. Admission involves an application, assessment of prior academic records, and often 

entrance testing or interviews, with competitiveness increasing at the Diploma level. The Academy states 

a need-blind approach for a proportion of places, with financial assistance assessed separately from the 

admissions decision. Boarding applicants should confirm space and visa/residency requirements well in 

advance, as boarding places are limited.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_34e63ec02b.
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