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ELAM
London, United Kingdom

A free East London sixth form built around industry-standard studios,

training music, games and film talent for direct industry entry.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 41/100

Academic outcomes 56/100

University placement 73/100

Prestige & heritage 12/100

Alumni network 24/100

Facilities 26/100

Transparency 26/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

ELAM occupies a narrow but important niche in London: a **free** specialist sixth form for ages **16–

19** built around BTEC study and direct preparation for the creative industries. That matters. Most 

teenagers with serious ambitions in music, games or film face a blunt choice between a conventional sixth 

form that treats creative work as an extra, or an expensive specialist route. ELAM offers a third option: 

state-funded, full-time, and explicitly vocational. The school’s case rests on its facilities and industry 

alignment — studios, edit suites, games labs and performance spaces — and on the fact that its courses 

are framed as the equivalent of three A-levels. For families who want *clear vocational intent*, *serious 

creative training* and a route that does not depend on private-school fees, ELAM deserves a place on the 
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shortlist.

What is special here is not breadth; it is focus. ELAM does not try to be an all-purpose sixth form. It trains 

students in Music Performance & Production, Games Design, and Film & TV Production, then reinforces 

that with English and maths. The pitch is straightforward: industry-standard environments, 

masterclasses, mentoring, placements and collaboration with employers. That gives the school a 

*professional edge* many sixth forms cannot match. It also sets a limit. This is not the right setting for a 

student who wants a wide academic menu, a traditional A-level experience, or time to keep options open. 

ELAM suits teenagers who already know that creative production is not a hobby but a planned working 

life.

For parents, the strongest argument is access. ELAM states that it looks for potential rather than 

privilege and backs that claim with bursaries, equipment support and pastoral care. In East London, that 

matters. Creative training too often carries hidden costs and social gatekeeping; ELAM’s market position 

rests on lowering those barriers without diluting the vocational focus. The school also leans hard into 

diversity and representation, which fits both its mission and the industries it serves. Parents who value 

*industry realism*, *purposeful sixth-form study* and *a direct route into work or further training* will 

find the model compelling.

The student who will want ELAM is not a dabbler. This is for the teenager who already spends hours 

making tracks, editing footage, building game concepts or performing; who wants peers with the same 

drive; and who responds to a culture built on resilience, independence and collaboration. A student who 

needs the safety of a broad, academic sixth form will find ELAM too narrow. A student who wants *a 

creative tribe*, *practical momentum* and *proper studio-based learning* will find it unusually well 

targeted.

S T R E N G T H S

State-funded free school with no tuition fees,

giving access to specialist creative arts training

regardless of family income.

Specialises in Music, Film & TV and Games

Design, taught through vocational Level 3

qualifications with strong published outcomes

(100% Distinction in Film & TV, summer 2026).

Located in East London, within the capital's

creative-industry corridor, giving proximity to

studios, agencies and production companies.

Purpose-built facilities include recording studios

and editing suites geared toward practical,

industry-style production work.

Industry-embedded curriculum with mentoring

and input from working creative professionals.

T R A D E - O F F S

As a state sixth form it offers no boarding

option, so it is not a relocation route for families

needing residential provision.

Curriculum is narrowly vocational, unsuitable

for students who want a broad academic route

or need multiple A-levels for certain university

courses.

Popular pathways such as Music and Film & TV

have limited places, making entry competitive

despite tuition-free admissions.

Smaller scale and shorter track record than

long-established specialist film or performing

arts schools, so industry prestige and alumni

network are less developed.

Admission requires UK residency, so it is not

open to international applicants seeking visa

sponsorship.
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A D M I S S I O N S

ELAM (East London Arts and Music) admits students at 16, after GCSEs, as a state-funded free school 

with no tuition fees. Applicants typically need GCSE grade 4 or above in English and Maths, plus evidence 

of interest or aptitude in their chosen strand (Music, Film & TV or Games Design), assessed through an 

application form, portfolio or audition where relevant, and an interview. Admission requires UK residency 

and eligibility for public funds, so the school cannot accept international applicants. Places are allocated 

London-wide rather than by catchment, and popular courses can be oversubscribed, making early 

application advisable.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_3509d8a87f.
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