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Radley College

Abingdon, United Kingdom

Eleven 'Socials' boarding houses anchor a full-boarding, all-boys
community on an 800-acre Oxfordshire estate with its own golf course.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 70/100
Academic outcomes 70/100
University placement 68/100
Prestige & heritage 74/100
Alumni network 74/100
Facilities 75/100
Transparency 63/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

Radley trades on scale, ritual and total immersion. This is a full-boarding boys’ school for ages 13 to 18 on
an 800-acre Oxfordshire estate, and it uses that setting hard: eleven “Socials” boarding houses, a chapel-
centred rhythm, and enough land to include its own golf course. For parents weighing the older English
boarding names, that matters. Radley is not a weekly-flex model with boarding bolted on; it is a *properly
residential* school with a strong internal culture and a clear sense of itself. The academic offer is British,
class sizes average **18**, and the student-teacher ratio sits at **10:1**, That is a serious staffing profile
for a large boarding operation.
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The attraction is the combination of *traditional backbone* and measurable academic delivery. In 2024,
155 leavers went on to university; 82% secured places at top-100 universities, 14 went to Oxbridge, and
50 to Russell Group institutions, with Oxford, Cambridge and Durham the strongest named destinations.
Those are strong outcomes, and they give Radley substance beyond heritage and polish. ISI and HMC
accreditation place it squarely in the upper tier of the British independent sector, while the Anglican
foundation still matters to the school’s identity. At an average annual boarding fee of **£64,000**, Radley
sits firmly in the expensive end of the market, and parents should expect a school with the confidence,
infrastructure and expectations that price point demands.

What is special here is not novelty but *institutional depth*. Radley offers a very specific version of
English boarding life: all-boys, fully residential, traditional in tone, large enough to field serious sport and
co-curricular breadth, yet organised through house structures that give boys a smaller unit of belonging.
The alumni footprint is deep too, with 320 notable alumni catalogued in Wikidata across politics, business,
writing, the arts and elite sport. This is a school for boys who will thrive in a *high-structure*, community-
heavy environment and who want the full boarding experience rather than a softened version of it. It suits
families who value ambition, routine, pastoral containment and the social confidence that grows out of
living among peers full-time. It will not suit every child. Boys who need a loose, informal atmosphere or a
co-educational social world from age 13 should look elsewhere.

STRENGTHS TRADE-OFFS

o Radley occupies an 800-acre rural campus near « Radley is boys-only and full-boarding: there is no
Abingdon with facilities including playing fields, day or flexi-boarding option, so a boy lives at

a golf course, a lake and farmland, alongside
dedicated sport, theatre and music provision.

The school's most recent full ISI inspection, held
in 2019, graded it Excellent, and it is recorded
by the regulator as Compliant.

Strong university outcomes: 82% of 2024
leavers progressed to top-100 universities, with
14 places at Oxbridge and a broad Russell
Group cohort.

Sport is a genuine specialism, ranked among the
country's leading boarding programmes with an
Olympic and international-honours pipeline,
particularly in rowing.

The full-boarding, single-sex model gives an

unusually cohesive, immersive community for
boys aged 13 to 18.
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school throughout term.

Boarding fees of around £55,000 a year place it
among the highest in the UK independent sector,
before extras such as music or trips.

Entry is selective and time-pressured, with 13+
registration recommended as early as the
summer term of Year 5, so latecomers face
reduced availability.

As a single-sex school, Radley sits apart from
several historic peers that have gone co-
educational, narrowing its social mix relative to
those rivals.
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ADMISSIONS

Boys enter mainly at 13+ (Shell, Year 9) via Common Entrance or the ISEB pretest, with registration
recommended by the summer term of Year 5 and interviews held in the Michaelmas and Lent terms; a
separate 16+ route into the sixth form involves written papers and interviews for external candidates.
Admissions policy is selective, application and acceptance fees apply, and means-tested bursaries and
scholarship programmes exist alongside the standard fee-paying route.

NOTABLE ALUMNI (320)

SPORT: Cecil Palmer, Charles Johnston Bourne Webb, Charles Worsley, Charles van der Gucht, Charlie Carter,
Chris Baillieu, Chris Sheasby, Chris Walton

MUSIC: Freddie Stroma, Andrew Gant, Noel Harrison, Harry Bicket, Alexander Hawkins, Joscelyn Godwin, Hugh
Mendl, James Burton

DRAMA: Freddie Stroma, Gordon Rattray Taylor, Christopher Bowen, Patrick Barr, Alan Pegler, Noel Harrison,
Dennis Price, Chris Bryant

VISUAL ARTS: Tony Walton, Alan Thornhill, Noel Harrison, James Lovegrove, Tom Shakespeare, Tom Stuart-
Smith, Henry Badeley, 1st Baron Badeley, George H. Lewis

LETTERS: Gordon Rattray Taylor, David Dunlop, Christopher Foyle, Gerald Brenan, Leslie Scarman, Baron
Scarman, Andrew Brewin, Andrew Kerr, Brough Scott

POLITICS: Alexander Downer, Richard Wilson, Baron Wilson of Dinton, Caryl Bagot, 6th Baron Bagot, Charles
Howard, 20th Earl of Suffolk, Claude Drummond Hay, Dudley McGarel-Hogg, 3rd Baron Magheramorne, Egerton
Hubbard, 2nd Baron Addington, Eric Fletcher, Baron Fletcher

SCIENCE: Alexander Downer, Gerald Brenan, Andrew Nairne, Bill Kennedy Shaw, Christopher Hibbert, Joscelyn
Godwin, Andrew Motion, Richard Clutterbuck

BUSINESS: John Crabtree, Christopher Foyle, Q131448127, Alan Pegler, Richard Ryder, Baron Ryder of Wensum,

Simon Wolfson, Owen Paterson, Sir Rowland Whitehead, 5th Baronet

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.
Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch 3950681cde.
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