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Lycée Francgais de Varsovie

Warsaw, Poland

-

Founded in 1919 as a diplomatic bridge between Paris and a newly
independent Poland, its Baccalaureate classrooms still run on trilingual
rigor.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 51/100
Academic outcomes 52/100
University placement 50/100
Prestige & heritage 51/100
Alumni network 50/100
Facilities 50/100
Transparency 38/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

Lycée Francais de Varsovie occupies a precise niche in Warsaw: a French state-linked education inside
the AEFE network, with the continuity and discipline that network brings. For families who want the
French Baccalaureate rather than an international hybrid, this is one of the clearest options in the city.
The school runs from age 3 to 18, teaches in French, and spans two campuses: one for preschool and
primary, the other for administration, lower secondary and sixth form. That split matters. It gives younger
children a distinct setting, while older students work in a more senior academic environment. The school
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also states that it offers a welcome programme for non-Francophone children, plus a Polish international
section for pupils planning to study in Poland. That combination gives LFV a practical edge for
international families who need both *linguistic immersion* and a route into local higher education.

What puts it on a shortlist is not glitz but structure. AEFE membership ties LFV into a network of **580**
French schools in more than **139** countries, which carries real value for diplomatic, expatriate and
mobile families: transfers are simpler, the curriculum stays coherent, and the school is plugged into a
system larger than itself. The school also pushes multilingualism, intercultural exchange and civic
education hard, and that is consistent with the French model at its best: *intellectual seriousness*,
secular values and a curriculum that does not dilute itself to chase fashion. There are more than **30**
extracurricular activities for nursery and primary pupils, and the school highlights sustainability projects,
student life initiatives and anti-violence work. What it does not publish here is the data hard-headed
parents also want: aggregate Baccalaureate outcomes, university destinations, or detailed cohort sizes.
That opacity does not negate the school’s strengths, but it does leave parents to ask sharper questions at
enquiry stage.

The right child for LFV is one who thrives with academic structure, explicit expectations and French as
the working language. This suits francophone families first, but also internationally minded households
ready to commit to *full French-medium schooling* and the demands that come with it. It will also appeal
to students who value *cultural fluency* over a loose international-school atmosphere, and to families who
want Poland kept in view through Polish language, history and literature. Children who need constant
pastoral hand-holding, broad public disclosure of outcomes, or a more flexible Anglo-style curriculum will
find stronger fits elsewhere. LFV is for parents who want *institutional depth*, *cross-border continuity*
and a school with a clear educational spine.

STRENGTHS TRADE-OFFS

o Accredited by AEFE (Agence pour o Tuition and fee structures are not transparently
l'enseignement francais a l'etranger), giving published in detail on the school website,
access to the official French national curriculum making budgeting harder for prospective
and Baccalaureate. families.

o Continuous schooling pathway from maternelle ¢ Instruction is predominantly in French, which
through terminale under one institution, easing can be a barrier for non-Francophone children
transitions for long-term expat families. without strong prior language preparation.

o Graduates receive the French Baccalaureate, a ¢ As a single-curriculum French Baccalaureate
qualification recognised for direct entry to school, it offers less flexibility than IB or
French and many European universities. bilingual schools for families uncertain of long-

« Location in Warsaw offers a lower cost of living term country plans.
than major Western European capitals where ¢ Being a niche expat-oriented school in Warsaw,
French lycees typically operate. it has a smaller applicant pool and less

o Part of a global AEFE network, which can ease independent inspection or league-table data
transfers for French diplomatic and corporate available than larger international hubs.

families relocating between postings.
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ADMISSIONS

Admission is typically possible at multiple entry points from maternelle (nursery) through to lycee (senior
secondary), subject to space availability. Priority is often given to French nationals and children with prior
French-curriculum schooling, in line with AEFE network norms. Families should contact the school
directly for placement testing or French-language proficiency assessment, particularly for entry above the
earliest years. Competitiveness varies by year group, with limited places at senior levels making late
entry harder to secure.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.
Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch 4d7074baf4.
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