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Duncanville High School
Duncanville, TX, United States

In this Dallas-suburb powerhouse, a four-decade band dynasty holds dual

Sudler honors alongside a Grammy Signature choir.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 54/100

Academic outcomes 48/100

University placement 42/100

Prestige & heritage 65/100

Alumni network 52/100

Facilities 68/100

Transparency 68/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Duncanville High School sits inside a large public district in south-west Dallas County, serving the city of 

Duncanville and parts of Dallas, Cedar Hill and DeSoto. That matters. This is not a boutique college-prep 

operation with polished scarcity as its selling point; it is the sole high school in a district of more than 

**11,500** students across **18** campuses, supported by roughly **1,600** staff, including almost 

**800** classroom teachers. For parents, the market position is clear: a substantial American public high 

school with the reach, scale and co-curricular depth that smaller schools struggle to match. The 

curriculum is the US High School Diploma with Advanced Placement, taught in English, and the school 

holds Cognia and Texas Education Agency accreditation. Expect a broad, busy campus serving a full local 
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community, not a sheltered enclave.

What puts Duncanville on a shortlist is the combination of scale and identity. The editorial clue sits in that 

tagline: a *four-decade band dynasty* with dual Sudler honours and a Grammy Signature choir gives the 

school a cultural centre of gravity that many large public schools never achieve. That matters beyond 

music. Schools with serious performing arts traditions build discipline, rehearsal habits, public standards 

and institutional memory; students feel that *communal pride* every day. If your child wants a high school

where the flagship programmes carry real weight, where the arts are not an afterthought, and where 

school spirit has *earned substance* rather than manufactured branding, Duncanville has a distinct claim.

The right student for Duncanville is resilient, self-directed and comfortable in a large environment. This is 

a school for teenagers who want choice, pace and visibility in a broad public setting: the student chasing 

AP courses, the musician who wants a programme with *hard-edged ambition*, the singer who wants a 

choir with national-level credibility, and the all-rounder who prefers a campus with *real-world scale*. It 

also suits families who value diversity, public accountability and a school tied closely to its surrounding 

communities. It suits less well the child who needs intensive hand-holding, a very small peer group, or the 

*quiet insulation* of a private school. Duncanville’s appeal rests on size, tradition and opportunity — and 

on students ready to make use of all three.

S T R E N G T H S

Public school within Duncanville ISD, so no

tuition is charged to families residing in the

district.

Offers a range of Advanced Placement courses

alongside the standard US High School Diploma

track.

Nationally recognized marching band program

with a long history of Bands of America and

state marching contest honors.

Large, diverse student body typical of a major

Dallas-Fort Worth suburban district, offering

broad extracurricular and elective choice.

Established football and athletics programs with

a history of UIL state-level competition.

T R A D E - O F F S

As a comprehensive public high school, class

sizes and overall enrollment are large, which

can limit individual attention.

Admission is tied strictly to residency within

Duncanville ISD boundaries, so relocating

families must secure housing in the zone or

apply for a transfer.

Academic performance and state assessment

(STAAR) results are average relative to top-tier

Texas public and private schools, not

consistently top-ranked.

No boarding option and limited international-

student support infrastructure compared with

private day/boarding schools.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Duncanville High School is a zoned public school within Duncanville Independent School District; 

enrollment is determined primarily by residential address within the district boundaries. Families 

relocating to the area must establish residency (or, where available, apply through the district's inter-

district transfer process, which is subject to space and approval). There is no separate academic entrance 

exam or selective application; standard Texas public school registration documents (proof of residency, 

immunization records, prior transcripts) are required. Competitiveness for admission itself is low, but 

enrollment in specific AP courses or band/athletics programs may involve placement tests or tryouts.

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_51ac6d1862.
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