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Rafa Nadal Academy
Manacor, Mallorca, Spain

In Manacor, Rafael Nadal's hometown, an American diploma curriculum

shares 45 tennis courts with a pipeline toward NCAA scholarships.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 51/100

Academic outcomes 38/100

University placement 32/100

Prestige & heritage 62/100

Alumni network 34/100

Facilities 84/100

Transparency 34/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Rafa Nadal Academy is not a conventional international school with a strong sports department. It is a 

tennis training centre in Manacor, opened in **2016**, with schooling attached. That distinction matters. 

The proposition is clear: a US High School Diploma delivered in English and Spanish alongside an elite 

tennis programme built around Rafael Nadal’s training method and a large technical staff. For families 

who want a standard academic pathway first and sport second, this is the wrong shortlist. For families 

chasing serious daily training without abandoning school, it has *real force*.

What sets it apart is concentration. The school’s own pitch is full-spectrum formation; the practical draw 
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is simpler: children and teenagers aged **6–18** can train in an environment designed around tennis, 

with coaching leadership split across junior, ATP and WTA pathways. Add the scale of the campus — 

**45** tennis courts, as your editorial context notes — and the offer becomes unusually specific. This is 

not a place for the mildly sporty child who enjoys a weekly lesson. It is for the player who wants 

repetitions, structure, competitive peers and a campus where tennis is the organising principle. In that 

market, the academy has *serious credibility* and *a hard competitive edge*.

Parents should still keep their eyes open. Academic transparency is thin. The academy states the diploma 

route, but it does not publish the kind of aggregate academic outcomes that let parents judge classroom 

strength with confidence. The public story rests far more heavily on coaching, facilities and the Nadal 

name than on exam data or university destinations. That imbalance will not trouble every family; for some 

it is the entire point. But this is an expensive specialist choice, not a broad academic all-rounder with 

tennis as an extra. The right buyer knows that and wants it anyway.

Who belongs here? A disciplined young tennis player, already committed, who can handle a *demanding 

routine*, a boarding or day structure, and the fact that sport drives the culture. The academy also suits 

internationally mobile families targeting US college sport, including NCAA routes flagged in your context, 

while wanting an American diploma rather than a local Spanish track. The child who thrives here is 

competitive, resilient and happy in an environment with *constant sporting intensity* and *little room for 

drift*.

S T R E N G T H S

Founded by Rafael Nadal in his hometown of

Manacor, offering direct access to elite clay and

hard-court tennis facilities used by professional

players.

Combines a US-accredited high school diploma

with a structured high-performance tennis

program, allowing academics and elite sport to

run in parallel rather than in conflict.

On-site boarding, sports science, medical and

nutrition support give student-athletes a fully

integrated training and living environment

rather than a bolt-on sports program.

Attracts a genuinely international student body,

giving boarders exposure to a wide range of

nationalities and languages rather than a single

expat cohort.

Location on Mallorca offers a safe,

Mediterranean setting with good transport links

to mainland Europe, useful for families splitting

time between countries.

T R A D E - O F F S

Academic offering is narrower than a traditional

international school, since the core mission and

daily schedule are built around tennis training

rather than broad curriculum choice.

Fees for the combined boarding-and-tennis

program are high relative to mainstream

Spanish international schools, reflecting the

specialist coaching and facilities on offer.

Geographic isolation of Manacor, away from

Palma's wider expat and cultural infrastructure,

may be a drawback for non-tennis families

seeking a conventional school community.

The model suits a narrow profile of highly

committed junior tennis players; it is not

designed for students seeking a standard, non-

sport-intensive academic pathway.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Entry is primarily geared toward competitive junior tennis players seeking to combine training with a US 

high school diploma; families typically apply directly through the Academy's website, submitting 

academic records, tennis ranking or competition history, and undergoing an on-site or video assessment 

with coaching staff. Places in the boarding program are limited by court and dormitory capacity, making 

the tennis element more selective than the academic side. Day-student and shorter training-camp options 

exist alongside the full-time diploma track. Rolling admissions apply, with intake tied to the academic year 

and specific tennis training blocks.

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_598dc0fb48.
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