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Christchurch Boys' High School
Christchurch, New Zealand

Founded in 1881 to feed Canterbury College, this Riccarton school trails

only Auckland Grammar in All Blacks produced.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 57/100

Academic outcomes 60/100

University placement 58/100

Prestige & heritage 66/100

Alumni network 7/100

Facilities 69/100

Transparency 37/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Christchurch Boys’ High School sits in a distinct corner of the New Zealand market: a state boys’ school 

with boarding, a long institutional memory, and a public identity built on discipline, values and 

competition. Founded in **1881**, it carries the weight of an old academic grammar-school tradition 

without the private-school fee structure that drives much of this segment elsewhere. The school is explicit 

about what it is for: educating “fine young men”, setting *high expectations*, and tying academic work to 

conduct, service and courage. Parents who want co-education, progressive pastoral language, or a loose, 

student-led culture should look elsewhere. CBHS runs on structure, ritual and belonging.
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What puts it on a shortlist is the combination of scale, heritage and breadth. This is a day-and-boarding 

school for boys aged 13 to 18, with NCEA, a **12-hectare** campus, and boarding for **130** boys at 

Adams House. It also has the kind of community architecture that matters in practice: old boys, PTA, 

strategic planning, a visible careers function, learning support, counselling, health services, Māori and 

Pasifika provision, and a full co-curricular spine in sport and cultural activities. The school’s messaging 

leans hard into *moral seriousness*, *competitive energy* and *institutional pride*. That will attract 

families who want a school to set a firm line, not negotiate one daily.

The special quality here is not novelty. It is conviction. CBHS knows its own type and does not dilute it. 

The emphasis on values — commitment, bravery, honour and service — is old-fashioned in tone and 

deliberate in substance. The school also grounds its identity in place, with explicit reference to Ngāi 

Tūāhuriri and the symbolic role of Tautahi at entry to the hall, rather than treating bicultural language as 

decorative. Add the sporting and cultural weight, the boarding option, and the fact that this is a secular 

state school rather than an independent import, and you get a proposition with *real backbone* and 

*clear edges*.

The boy who will want Christchurch Boys’ High School is one who thrives on routine, team culture and 

external standards. He does not need hand-holding to engage with expectation; he responds to it. This is a

strong fit for boys who want a serious sport-and-study environment, value house and school identity, and 

are comfortable in an all-boys setting where *tradition carries force*. It also suits families who want *a 

school with standards* and are happy for character formation to sit alongside academic progress, not 

behind it.

S T R E N G T H S

Founded in 1881, it is one of New Zealand's

oldest state secondary schools, with a long-

established academic and sporting tradition.

As a state school, day tuition is largely funded

by government, keeping local families' costs to a

modest annual donation rather than private-

school fees.

On-site boarding facilities allow the school to

accept a cohort of domestic and international

boarders alongside day students.

Its large roll supports a wide range of NCEA

subject choices, sporting codes and

extracurricular activities compared with smaller

single-sex schools.

Central Christchurch (Riccarton) location gives

easy access to the city's cultural and sporting

facilities, including Hagley Park.

T R A D E - O F F S

Single-sex boys' environment will not suit

families wanting co-education, and it narrows

social exposure some parents may prefer at

secondary level.

State-school status means facilities and pastoral

staffing ratios are not comparable to fee-

charging independent schools, despite lower day

fees.

International and out-of-zone boarding places

are limited and fee-charging, so overseas

families face real costs and no guarantee of a

place.

A large roll can mean less individualised

academic and pastoral attention than smaller

boarding schools offer.
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A D M I S S I O N S

As a New Zealand state school, students living within the enrolment zone have automatic entry; out-of-

zone domestic applicants are admitted via ballot when demand exceeds places. International students 

apply directly through the school's international office, pay international tuition and boarding fees, and 

require a valid student visa. Boarding places are limited and allocated separately from day enrolment, so 

early application is advised, particularly for overseas families seeking a boarding place alongside day 

study.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_5a0a4332da.
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