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Rye Country Day School
Rye, United States

Founded in 1869 as a girls' seminary in Westchester, this campus still

measures success by its motto: not for self, but for service.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 68/100

Academic outcomes 77/100

University placement 75/100

Prestige & heritage 75/100

Alumni network 21/100

Facilities 75/100

Transparency 72/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Rye Country Day School carries an old New York independent-school inheritance without the social 

varnish that can make such schools insular. Founded in 1869, first as a girls’ seminary, it now runs as a 

coeducational American day school for ages 3 to 18 on a college-preparatory model. The motto, “Not for 

Self, but for Service”, still matters because the school ties achievement to contribution rather than mere 

polish. That matters in a market full of schools that sell ambition but struggle to define character beyond 

it. With a **7:1** student-teacher ratio, RCDS has the staffing to make good on its promise that pupils are 

known well. Parents in Westchester, Fairfield County and New York City are not short of choice; Rye 

Country Day stays on the shortlist because it offers *serious academic intent* inside a community that 
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puts relationships at the centre rather than treating pastoral care as an annex.

This is an expensive school at an average annual day fee of **$55,550**, and it sits squarely in the 

premium tier of the New York suburban day-school market. For that price, parents will expect intellectual 

stretch, close adult attention and a peer group that is both able and motivated. The school’s 

accreditations — NEASC and NAIS — give it institutional credibility, though accreditations are baseline 

reassurance, not a distinction in themselves. The more telling point is structural: Pre-K through Grade 12 

on one site and one culture, with Lower School through Grade 4, Middle School through Grade 8 and 

Upper School through Grade 12. That continuity suits families who want a *long runway* rather than 

multiple school transitions, and it gives the school more control over how habits of work, confidence and 

citizenship are built over time.

The child who thrives here is bright, engaged and willing to be known. This is not the right fit for a 

student who wants anonymity, low demands or a transactional route to college. It suits pupils who want a 

*high-touch* environment, who benefit from strong teacher contact, and who can handle being challenged

in class while also being expected to contribute to the life of the school. The alumni floor is respectable 

rather than trivial — 15 notable alumni catalogued in Wikidata, including Barbara Bush and figures in the 

arts and scholarship — but Rye’s real strength is not celebrity cachet. It is the combination of age, 

continuity, academic purpose and *deliberate community culture*. For parents who want an American 

independent school that is established, *properly resourced* and less interested in swagger than 

substance, Rye Country Day makes a convincing case.

S T R E N G T H S

The school's student-teacher ratio is 6:1,

allowing for close academic attention across

Pre-K through Grade 12.

The school traces its roots to 1869 and today

enrolls roughly 900-970 students across its

lower, middle, and upper divisions, drawing from

Westchester County, Fairfield County, and New

York City.

Recent college matriculation includes strong

placement at selective universities: from 2021-

2025, the top college matriculation choices were

Cornell University (27), Colgate University (18),

Northwestern University (17), Georgetown

University (15), University of Chicago (14),

University of Pennsylvania (14).

Athletics are a significant part of school life,

with approximately 86% of Upper School

students participating in at least one team sport

across 19 interscholastic sports.

The school maintains a need-based financial aid

program, granting approximately $8.1 million in

need-based financial aid to approximately 15%

of students.

T R A D E - O F F S

Admission is highly selective, with acceptance

rate estimates ranging from 23%, which is lower

than the national average of 76%, to the school's

own reported Acceptance Rate: 29%, meaning

most applicants are turned away.

Annual tuition is substantial, running from

roughly $50,675 for pre-kindergarten through

grade 4, $53,400 for grades 5 through 8, and

$57,350 for grades 9 through 12, and the School

does not offer academic, athletic, or merit-based

scholarships of any kind, so aid is need-based

only.

As a day school, RCDS offers no boarding

option, so relocating families must secure

housing within commuting distance of Rye, New

York.

Applicants beyond the standard entry points

face tighter odds, since the most common entry

points are Pre-K, Kindergarten, Grade 4, Grade

6, and Grade 9, so if you're applying outside

those years, expect things to be even more

competitive, and openings in other grades

depend entirely on current enrollment, which

means availability can be tight.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Main entry points are Pre-K, Kindergarten, Grade 4, Grade 6 and Grade 9, though places in other years 

depend on attrition. Applications typically require transcripts, recommendations, an essay and an 

interview. Standardized testing is required from Grade 3 upward (ISEE Primary for Grades 3-4; SSAT or 

ISEE for Grades 5-12), while Pre-K through Grade 2 candidates undergo an on-campus assessment 

instead. Deadlines cluster in December and January, with decisions released in February. Reported 

acceptance rates vary by source, from roughly 23% to 29%, indicating a highly selective process.

N O T A B L E  A L U M N I  ( 1 5 )

MUSIC: Nick Kroll, Abimbola Fernandez

DRAMA: Edward Albee, Nicola Peltz, Raymond Khoury, Barry Mendel, Nick Kroll, John Treacy Egan

VISUAL_ARTS: Raymond Khoury

LETTERS: Edward Albee, Raymond Khoury

POLITICS: Barbara Bush

SCIENCE: Edward Albee, Emily Lazar, Q23925717, Edward Coristine

BUSINESS: Mark David Bonham

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_5a660925d8.
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