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Praedinius Gymnasium
Groningen, Netherlands

A 14th-century Latin school in Groningen, renamed for Renaissance

reformer Praedinius, still pairs Greek and philosophy with a technasium

track

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 59/100

Academic outcomes 66/100

University placement 64/100

Prestige & heritage 63/100

Alumni network 42/100

Facilities 55/100

Transparency 58/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Praedinius Gymnasium occupies a narrow, distinctive place in Dutch secondary education: a selective, 

non-comprehensive gymnasium with roots in the 14th century and a formal founding date of **1594**. In 

Groningen it sits in a small niche, as one of only **2** non-comprehensive gymnasia in the city and the 

larger of the pair. That matters. This is not a broad church comprehensive with a classical garnish; it is a 

school built around the Dutch gymnasium tradition, where academic pace, intellectual range and 

university preparation sit at the centre. The editorial hook is clear: *serious scholarship*, *institutional 
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memory* and an identity that still gives Greek, Latin and philosophy real weight.

What puts Praedinius on a shortlist is the combination of old-world academic shape and a modern Dutch 

edge. The school’s own identity, as given here, pairs the classical core with a technasium track. That is a 

strong mix. It gives academically ambitious students access to the canonical gymnasium diet while 

avoiding the museum-piece problem that afflicts some classical schools. A pupil can move between 

ancient languages and contemporary project-based technical work without leaving the same institution. 

For families who want a school that values both abstraction and application, that blend is *unusually 

compelling*. For families who want a softer, more pastoral, less demanding environment, this is a harder 

sell.

The right student for Praedinius is intellectually hungry, self-propelling and comfortable in a culture 

where academic seriousness is normal. This suits children who enjoy structure, cope well with selective 

peer groups and do not need constant hand-holding to keep up. It will also suit students drawn to 

languages, humanities and formal thinking, but who still want a route into science or engineering-

flavoured work through the technasium strand. The language of instruction is Dutch, with English also in 

use, so this is not a casual landing spot for international families without strong Dutch. In market terms, 

Praedinius offers *high academic density*, *classical backbone* and a clearer scholarly identity than 

many all-through international options. Parents should shortlist it for a child who wants depth, tradition 

and intellectual pressure — and who will find that pressure *energising rather than bruising*.

S T R E N G T H S

Traces its lineage to a fourteenth-century

predecessor school, the Schole tho Sunte

Meerten, later renamed the Latijnse school,

giving it one of the longest institutional histories

of any Dutch secondary school.

Operates as a categoraal openbaar (public,

single-track) gymnasium in central Groningen

and is designated a Begaafdheidsprofielschool

with a Technasium programme, signalling a

formally recognised gifted-and-talented

academic track.

Teaches specialized courses in Latin, Greek,

philosophy, and advanced mathematics, giving

pupils a classical humanities grounding

alongside STEM subjects.

Housed in a purpose-built neoclassical school

building from 1880-1882 designed by municipal

architect J.G. van Beusekom, which is a listed

national heritage building (rijksmonument).

Is the larger of two non-comprehensive

gymnasia in Groningen, the other being Willem

Lodewijk Gymnasium, meaning it holds a

substantial share of the city's selective

academic-track pupils.

T R A D E - O F F S

Instruction follows the standard Dutch

curriculum in Dutch only, with no IB or English-

medium stream identified in public sources,

which is a real barrier for non-Dutch-speaking

relocating families.

As a categoraal gymnasium, entry depends on a

top-tier primary-school recommendation, so the

school is structurally closed to pupils without an

academic (gymnasium-level) track advice.

The historic building was already considered too

small by 1886, prompting extra classrooms, and

has been extended in stages since, meaning

campus space has long been a constraint rather

than a modern purpose-built design.

The school sits at editorial rank 431 in the

challenger_300 tier, indicating limited

international name-recognition compared with

globally ranked schools, despite its strong local

reputation.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Entry is at the start of Dutch secondary education (around age 12) and requires a primary-school 

'gymnasium' recommendation based on the CITO/eindtoets result, since Praedinius runs a single, 

academically selective gymnasium track rather than mixed levels. As a public (openbaar) school it 

charges only standard state-school parental contributions rather than international-school tuition. 

Competitiveness is driven less by a formal school application process and more by whether a child's 

primary-school advice qualifies them for gymnasium level; places for pupils without that advice are 

effectively unavailable. No IB, bilingual or international admissions pathway is documented.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_5aa5f97344.
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