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The Browning School
New York City, United States

Manhattan's only K-12 all-boys day school, expanding onto East 64th

Street after nearly 140 years on the Upper East Side.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 63/100

Academic outcomes 71/100

University placement 70/100

Prestige & heritage 70/100

Alumni network 21/100

Facilities 69/100

Transparency 63/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

The Browning School occupies a narrow but distinctive slice of the New York market: it is Manhattan’s 

only K–12 all-boys day school, and that continuity matters. Boys enter at age 5 and can stay through 18 in 

one institution, under one academic culture, on the Upper East Side. The school has now extended that 

footprint with a dedicated Grade 9–12 site on East 64th Street, adding 30,000 sq ft of teaching space, six 

STEAM labs or studios, and 10,000 sq ft of athletic facilities. That expansion sharpens Browning’s 

proposition. This is not a loose collection of divisions sharing a badge; it is a *deliberate*, through-school 

model for families who want a single-school education for boys all the way to college entry.
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What sets Browning apart is the combination of scale and intensity. A **1:6 student-teacher ratio** is rare 

in any city school and gives Browning real room for close academic oversight and direct teacher 

knowledge of individual boys. The school states plainly that relationships sit at the centre of its approach, 

and in a boys’ school that claim carries weight only when the structure supports it; here, the ratio does. 

The curriculum is American, the language of instruction is English, and the school holds NAIS 

accreditation. The pitch is *fiercely focused*: a research-based programme, small classes, explicit 

attention to boys’ development, and a college-preparatory frame from the start. Families who dislike 

single-sex education will dismiss Browning immediately. Families who want a co-educational social 

environment as part of the school day should do the same.

The price places it firmly in New York’s premium independent-school bracket: an average annual day fee 

of **$71,670** across the full K–12 ladder. That buys a small, *high-control* setting with strong adult 

visibility and a serious academic tone, not a sprawling campus or a broad-brush “big school” experience. 

Browning’s notable alumni footprint is also substantial, with 32 catalogued in Wikidata across politics, 

business, writing and the arts, which reinforces the school’s long-established place in Manhattan’s 

professional class. What the school does not publish here is hard outcome data such as aggregate exam 

results or university placement breakdowns, so parents looking for quantified academic results will need 

to ask directly.

The boy who thrives at Browning is bright, verbal, responsive to close teacher attention and comfortable 

in a school that is *structured*, *traditional in discipline*, and openly ambitious. It will suit families who 

want intellectual seriousness without a boarding-school remove, and who value a compact urban school 

where boys are known well. It will not suit a child who wants anonymity, a loose culture, or the daily 

social mix of a co-ed campus. On a shortlist, Browning earns its place for one reason above all: it offers a 

*rare* Manhattan combination of K–12 continuity, all-boys focus, and **1:6** adult attention in a city 

where scale and fragmentation are far more common.

S T R E N G T H S

Founded in 1888; long-established Upper East

Side institution.

Boys-only education from ages 5–18 suits some

families.

American curriculum in English eases US

university preparation.

NAIS membership offers recognised

independent-school affiliation.

T R A D E - O F F S

Boys-only model excludes families wanting co-

education.

Day school only; no boarding for overseas

families.

Single American curriculum may limit cross-

border transferability.
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A D M I S S I O N S

The Browning School is a boys’ day school on Manhattan’s Upper East Side, taking pupils from roughly 

age 5 to 18. As a college-preparatory school within the American system, the main entry points are likely 

to fall at the lower school years, with occasional places in later grades if vacancies arise, but the school 

does not publish enough in the material provided to map year-by-year availability. Nor do the sources here

specify exact application deadlines, so families should expect a conventional New York independent-

school timetable and confirm dates directly with the school.

On selection, the available sources establish Browning’s academic positioning but do not set out the 

precise admissions mechanics. There is no verified detail here on whether assessment involves 

standardised testing, writing samples, classroom visits, interviews, or a combination of these; equally, no 

distinctive admissions process is described in the supplied material. Financial aid or bursary provision is 

also not confirmed by the sources provided, so parents should not assume availability without checking 

the school’s current admissions and tuition information.

N O T A B L E  A L U M N I  ( 3 2 )

SPORT: Harold Fowler McCormick

MUSIC: Jeff Moss, Skizzy Mars

DRAMA: Paul Dano, Thomas Quinn Curtiss, Jeff Moss, Chris Gifford, Sam Morril

LETTERS: Thomas Quinn Curtiss, Arthur Ochs Sulzberger, Jr., Osborn Elliott, Richard Ballantine, Arthur McArthur

IV, Linton Wells II, Andrew Lack

POLITICS: Christian Herter, Sargent Shriver, Howard Dean, Claiborne Pell, Frederic René Coudert, Winthrop Paul

Rockefeller, Orme Wilson Jr.

SCIENCE: Thomas E. Lovejoy, Thomas Hedley Reynolds

BUSINESS: John D. Rockefeller Jr., Jamie Dimon, Claiborne Pell, Percy Avery Rockefeller, Arthur Ochs Sulzberger,

Jr., Osborn Elliott, Harold Fowler McCormick, Andrew Lack

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_5bd58bc4c2.
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