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Brighton College Al Ain

Al Ain, United Arab Emirates

Sister school to England’'s Sunday Times School of the Decade, sending
59% of 2025 A-Level leavers into Russell Group universities.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 69/100
Academic outcomes 73/100
University placement 71/100
Prestige & heritage 70/100
Alumni network 58/100
Facilities 80/100
Transparency 72/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

Brighton College Al Ain trades on a powerful name, but the stronger point is that it backs the branding
with hard local credentials. It is the only school in Al Ain rated Outstanding in every category by both
ADEK and BSO, and its current ADEK rating remains Outstanding for 2023/24. That matters more than
the usual chain-school gloss. Parents are buying a British curriculum school founded in 2013, teaching
ages 3 to 18 in English, with a **¥10:1 student-teacher ratio** and a clear record of regulatory approval.
The average annual day fee across the full age range is **AED 70,609**, which places it firmly in Al Ain’s
premium bracket. This is not a value play; it is a *high-cost, high-expectation* proposition.
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What marks the school out is the combination of prestige import and local scarcity. Al Ain does not have a
deep bench of premium British schools, and Brighton College Al Ain occupies the *obvious top tier* in
that market. The sister-school link to Brighton College in England gives it cachet, but the sharper reason
to shortlist it is performance and oversight in its own right: BSO and COBIS accreditation, an Outstanding
ADEK judgement, and a published destination claim that **59%** of its 2025 A-Level leavers progressed
to Russell Group universities. That is a concrete outcome, not just branding theatre. The school also
pushes a broad co-curricular pitch, but the real attraction for parents is a *disciplined academic culture*
inside a full-through British structure.

The best fit is the student who will use that structure properly: academically ambitious, comfortable with
standards, and ready for a school that expects participation beyond lessons as well as strong examination
performance. It suits families who want a British independent-school model without commuting to Abu
Dhabi or Dubai, and who are willing to pay for a *rare level of polish* in Al Ain. It is less suited to parents
hunting for a softer, more progressive, lower-pressure environment, or for those who want extensive
public disclosure of data beyond headline outcomes and inspection status; the school does not publish a
full set of aggregate exam statistics in the context here. Even so, for families in Al Ain seeking a *serious
British school* with regulatory strength, brand heft and a visible university pipeline, Brighton College Al
Ain belongs on the shortlist.

STRENGTHS TRADE-OFFS

o Holds an Outstanding rating from ADEK, Abu ¢ As a relatively young school (opened 2014) the
Dhabi's regulator, and was rated Outstanding GCSE and A-Level cohorts remain small, making

across all areas by British Schools Overseas in
April 2025.

Verified 2025 GCSE results are strong, with 65%
of exams graded 9-7 (A*-A) and 90% graded 9-4
(A*-C) (WSA).

BSO and COBIS accreditation place it within the
established British international-school circuit
rather than the looser for-profit sector.

Offers a continuous British education from FS1
to Year 13 on a single all-through campus in Al
Ain, avoiding a change of school at secondary
stage.
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outcome data less statistically robust than at
larger, longer-established schools.

Located in Al Ain, a smaller inland city well over
an hour from Dubai and coastal Abu Dhabi's
hubs, which narrows the catchment of expat
professionals compared to coastal schools.

Fees are in the premium band, with WSA
reporting an annual range of AED 55,090-

90,630, a significant cost in a smaller local
economy.

As the school scales up pupil numbers,
sustaining Outstanding inspection outcomes at
greater scale remains an ongoing challenge
rather than a settled fact.
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ADMISSIONS

Brighton College Al Ain admits from FS1 (age 3) through Year 13, with entry points assessed against date
of birth. Families apply online and submit required documents, including a Transfer Certificate, with
younger applicants attending a Stay & Play session (FS1/FS2) and older applicants a Taster Visit and
Assessment (Year 1-12); non-native English speakers may require a language proficiency check. Given its
Outstanding ratings and rising profile, places in popular year groups can be competitive, though the
school notes that late-applicant availability varies by year.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.
Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch 5e4dddae20.
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