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Culver Academies
Culver, IN, United States

On the shores of Lake Maxinkuckee, cadets in the storied Black Horse

Troop have ridden in presidential inaugural parades since 1913.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 64/100

Academic outcomes 64/100

University placement 66/100

Prestige & heritage 78/100

Alumni network 18/100

Facilities 93/100

Transparency 58/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Culver Academies occupies a narrow, durable niche in the US boarding market: a full American college-

preparatory education fused with regimented student life, explicit character formation and a scale of 

tradition that few peers can match. Founded in **1894** and set on the shores of Lake Maxinkuckee, it 

combines day and boarding provision for ages 13–18 with parallel boys’ and girls’ schools under one 

institutional umbrella. The defining feature is not a generic “whole-person” claim but the machinery 

behind it: units, dorms, leadership structures, codes of duty and service, and a campus culture that 

expects students to carry responsibility early. The result is *high structure*, *ceremonial seriousness* and 

a school identity that runs deeper than branding.
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What marks Culver out is the way it binds academic life to institutional ritual and personal discipline. The 

school talks openly about duty, honour, truth and service, and those values are built into daily life rather 

than left on a wall. That will attract some families and repel others. Parents who want a loose, student-led 

progressive environment should look elsewhere. Culver suits adolescents who benefit from clear 

expectations, adult oversight and visible standards of conduct; it also suits families who value leadership 

training in concrete form, not as a slogan. The published **1:5** student-teacher ratio strengthens that 

case: students are hard to lose here, whether in class, in dorm life or in co-curricular commitments. 

*Institutional confidence*, *old-school discipline* and *collective belonging* define the experience.

The school’s special cachet lies in its blend of military heritage, boarding tradition and broad co-

educational ecosystem. Culver Military Academy for boys dates to the founding; Culver Girls Academy 

opened in **1971**; summer programmes have operated since **1902**. The famous Black Horse Troop 

gives Culver a piece of pageantry that many American boarding schools cannot imitate, and the school’s 

lakeside setting adds real physical range to student life. This is not a school for teenagers who want 

anonymity, low stakes or casual participation. It is for students with energy, stamina and tolerance for 

scrutiny; for riders, athletes, joiners and ambitious adolescents who thrive when a school asks a lot of 

them. On a shortlist, Culver earns its place for one reason above all: it offers a *fully inhabited boarding 

culture* with *moral seriousness* and *unmistakable tradition*, not a diluted version of either.

S T R E N G T H S

Sits on a 1,850-acre campus with 44 buildings,

and holds a $540 million endowment (2022),

among the larger financial cushions of any US

secondary school.

The school's Black Horse Troop and

Equestriennes have ridden in presidential

inaugural parades, including the 2025 parade

for President Trump and Vice President Vance, a

distinctive extracurricular tradition rare among

prep schools.

Reports a 6:1 student-to-faculty ratio with an

average class size of 14, allowing closer

academic attention than many larger boarding

schools.

The diverse student body includes

representatives from 24 countries and 40 states,

giving the campus genuine international texture

despite its rural location.

81% of students in the Class of 2025 enrolled at

a college or university ranking in the "most

competitive" or "highly competitive" tier

according to Barron's Profile of American

Colleges.

T R A D E - O F F S

Boarding tuition is reported at roughly

approximately $61,000 for boarding students to

$67,000 in 2024, which typically includes

tuition, boarding fee, student management fee

and a few other fees, placing Culver at the

higher end of US boarding fees.

Culver Academies sits on 1,800 acres along Lake

Maxinkuckee, about 2 hours north of

Indianapolis, a rural Midwest location that adds

travel time and cost for families flying in from

overseas.

The historic military track means Culver Military

Academy operates alongside Culver Girls

Academy, offering the choice between full

military immersion or rigorous prep-school

academics without uniforms, with CMA cadets

having additional military drill and physical

training requirements, a structure that will not

suit every family or student temperament.

Admission is meaningfully selective, with one

tracking source citing an Acceptance Rate: 49%

and requirements including school transcript,

recommendation letter, application essay, and

interview (often optional, but highly

recommended).
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A D M I S S I O N S

Culver admits students in grades 9-12 through either the Standard Application Online or the Gateway to 

Prep Schools application, both requiring a transcript, teacher recommendations, an essay, and an 

interview (on campus or remote). The priority deadline is January 15, with decisions issued by March 1; 

later applications are reviewed on a rolling basis as space allows. International candidates typically 

supply standardized English and academic test scores. Reported acceptance figures put Culver in the 

moderately selective range rather than ultra-competitive, though boarding capacity and scholarship 

funding can constrain places for families needing aid.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_60261f4f5e.
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