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American School Dhahran

Dhahran, Saudi Arabia
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Born in 1962 to educate US Consulate families, this day school in
Aramco's hometown now offers both AP Capstone and full IB Diploma
tracks.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 54/100
Academic outcomes 60/100
University placement 55/100
Prestige & heritage 52/100
Alumni network 45/100
Facilities 72/100
Transparency 35/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

American School Dhahran sits in a narrow but valuable niche: an English-medium American day school in
Saudi Arabia with a full **K-12** span and two serious senior pathways, AP Capstone and the IB Diploma.
That combination matters. Many schools force families into an early choice between an American
transcript and an IB-style sixth form. ASD keeps both on the table. Its history also gives it shape. The
school traces its roots to **1962**, when it was established for US Consulate families in Dhahran; the
current school took its present form in **2021** through the merger of ISG’s Dhahran Elementary Middle
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School and Dhahran High School. Parents who want *continuity without drift* from early years to
graduation will put that straight onto the shortlist.

What distinguishes ASD is not romance or scale; it is function. This is a non-profit, coeducational, non-
religious school in a market where those points carry weight. The American curriculum gives it a clear
academic identity, while the AP Capstone and full IB Diploma tracks widen the exit routes for university-
bound students. That dual-track sixth form is the strongest part of the proposition: it suits families who
want *academic optionality* rather than a single orthodoxy. The day-only model also tells you what it is
not. This is not a boarding school selling a self-contained world. It is a school for families living in the
Eastern Province who want *a stable, English-speaking school life* with recognised international
pathways.

The right student for ASD is academically purposeful, internationally mobile, and comfortable in a mixed
expatriate environment. Students who thrive here will value structure, broad subject choice and a route
to selective universities through either AP or IB. It will also suit children who benefit from *institutional
steadiness* over flash: families relocating for work, families who want one school from age **4-18**, and
teenagers who do not want their options narrowed too early. Parents looking for *a polished prestige
brand* or a school built around elite sporting theatre may find stronger fits elsewhere. Parents who want
a clear curriculum, a full-school age range, and *serious upper-school pathways* will find ASD easy to

justify.

STRENGTHS TRADE-OFFS

Follows an American curriculum, easing
transition for US-bound or American-curriculum
families relocating within the expatriate circuit.

Located in Dhahran, historically linked to the
Saudi Aramco compound community, offering a
stable, close-knit expatriate environment.

Serves a broad age range from early years
through to Grade 12, reducing the need for
families to change schools as children progress.

Day-school structure keeps students within the
local community rather than requiring boarding,
suiting families wanting children at home each
evening.

American curriculum schools in this region
typically pursue US-recognised accreditation
(e.g., Cognia), giving a familiar quality
benchmark for transferring families.
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Admission and enrolment priority in Aramco-
linked schools is often skewed toward
employees of the sponsoring organisation, which
can limit places for unaffiliated expatriate
families.

Being embedded within a specific city and
expatriate compound culture may narrow social
and extracurricular exposure compared with
larger international hubs like Riyadh or Jeddah.
Public information on fees, exact class sizes, and
outcomes is limited, making it harder for
prospective families to benchmark against other
American-curriculum schools in the Gulf.

As a lower-profile 'rising star' institution, it lacks
the long track record and alumni network of
more established American schools in Saudi
Arabia.
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ADMISSIONS

Entry points typically align with US grade-level intakes, with a main admissions cycle before the August
start. Priority often goes to dependents of Saudi Aramco or affiliated sponsoring employers, given the
school's Dhahran location, so places for unaffiliated expatriate families can be limited and
competitiveness varies by grade. Applicants should expect to submit prior transcripts, immunisation
records, and possibly sit an English-language or grade-placement assessment. Families should confirm
current sponsorship requirements and space availability directly, as public data on selectivity and fees is
sparse.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.
Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch 69b9d2a975.
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