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Bryanston School

Blandford Forum, United Kingdom

Weekly one-to-one tutorials descended from the Dalton Plan shape
learning inside a Grade I Norman Shaw mansion above the River Stour.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 61/100
Academic outcomes 59/100
University placement 57/100
Prestige & heritage 66/100
Alumni network 65/100
Facilities 69/100
Transparency 50/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

Bryanston trades on a proposition few British boarding schools can match: weekly one-to-one tutorials,
rooted in the Dalton Plan, inside a Grade I Richard Norman Shaw house set in **400 acres** above the
River Stour. That combination matters. The architecture gives the school its romance; the tutorial
structure gives it its educational distinctiveness. Founded in 1928 near Blandford Forum in Dorset,
Bryanston is a British, English-medium, non-religious school for ages 13 to 18, taking both day pupils and
boarders. In market terms, this is an *expensive*, *full-blooded* English independent school: the average
annual fee is *£37,662** for day pupils and *£56,523** for boarders.
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What puts Bryanston on a shortlist is not raw traditionalism but its refusal to run on autopilot. Weekly
tutorials signal a school built around individual oversight rather than simple classroom throughput. For
the right child, that is a serious advantage: pupils who have ideas, interests and drive, but need close
intellectual engagement from adults, get more here than they do in schools where pastoral attention and
academic attention sit in separate silos. The setting also counts. A Norman Shaw mansion and a large
Dorset estate create a *highly charged* sense of place, and for many families that atmosphere forms part
of the education. Parents who want a stripped-back, urban, hard-edged academic machine should look
elsewhere.

Bryanston suits teenagers who want a boarding school with character, independence and a strong
physical environment around them. It fits pupils who respond to *individual scrutiny*, who benefit from
sustained adult attention, and who want the scale and social life of a traditional senior school without a
religious frame. It is less convincing for families who want maximum public data on outcomes: the school
does not publish the kind of granular results and destination detail that make comparison easy.
Bryanston’s appeal rests instead on a *distinctive educational method*, a famous house, and the promise
of a more personal intellectual relationship between pupil and teacher than most schools at this level
offer.

STRENGTHS TRADE-OFFS

o World-class visual-arts provision, with a « Blandford Forum location is deeply rural and

purpose-built art school and practising-artist
staff

World-class music, drama and dance provision

several hours from London

Self-directed learning suits independent pupils
better than those needing close structure

across the co-curriculum « Fees sit in the sector's upper range

« 400-acre Dorset campus offers substantial « Boarding-centred culture can feel bifurcated as

outdoor and specialist space day numbers grow

o Boarding and day options widen family flexibility

o Self-directed ethos suits motivated, independent
learners
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ADMISSIONS

Bryanston School is a British day and boarding school in Dorset for pupils aged 3-18, so the principal
entry points align with the usual selective independent-school pattern, with sixth-form entry at 16+ also
available. The school is open, co-educational and premium-priced, with an average annual fee around GBP
35,500. We could not independently verify from the school's own website a detailed timetable of
application deadlines or a formal list of assessment components, so families should confirm these directly.

Any assessment format, interview requirement, reference process, or distinctive selection method should
be confirmed with the school. Overseas families in particular should note that entry is possible in Years 9,
10, 11 and the Sixth Form, with CAT4 assessment and, where English is not a first language, an English-
language qualification typically required. Bryanston holds a UKVI sponsor licence to issue visa CAS and
requires a UK guardian for pupils whose parents live abroad. Given visa and guardian arrangements,
overseas families should begin the process at least a full academic year ahead of intended entry.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.
Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch 6c185d76f5.
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