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The BRIT School
Croydon, London, United Kingdom

Free tuition-free training in music, dance and theatre, funded by the BRIT

Awards and built around a 50/50 split of studio craft and academic study.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 45/100

Academic outcomes 24/100

University placement 48/100

Prestige & heritage 59/100

Alumni network 2/100

Facilities 53/100

Transparency 66/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

The BRIT School occupies a rare position in British education: a specialist performing and creative arts 

school for ages 14–19 with **£0** tuition fees. That alone puts it on many shortlists. The more important 

point is the structure. BRIT is not an after-school arts add-on bolted onto a standard timetable. It is a 

serious vocational and academic school built for students who want GCSEs, BTECs and A-Levels 

alongside sustained training in music, dance, theatre, film, design and production. The school states its 

purpose plainly: to prepare young people for careers in the arts. Parents who want a conventional all-

round independent school with a strong drama department are looking at the wrong institution. Parents 

who want *professional-grade creative training* without private-school fees are looking at one of the 
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country’s standout options.

What marks BRIT out is intensity, focus and access. Entry starts at 14, not 11, so students arrive at the 

point when talent, work ethic and ambition can be tested properly. The school’s own language matters 

here: it frames itself as a place with *professional boundaries*, a *workplace culture* and *very high 

academic and behavioural expectations*. That is the attraction and the warning. This is not a soft landing 

for casually artistic teenagers who enjoy school plays and the odd music lesson. It is for students who 

already know that creative practice matters to them and who want their education organised around that 

fact. The age range itself tells the story: **14–19** education, not a cradle-to-university model, and a 

mission centred on the arts rather than broad pastoral packaging.

Its market position is therefore clear. BRIT sits between mainstream state schooling and expensive 

conservatoire-style private training, with a funding model that makes it unusually accessible. Established 

in **1991**, funded by government with support from the British Record Industry Trust and other charity 

partners, it offers something few schools can match: *tuition-free specialist arts education* with a 

national reputation and a broad set of pathways, from Applied Theatre and Musical Theatre to Music 

Technology, Film & Media Production, Interactive Digital Design and Production Arts. That breadth 

matters. The school trains performers, but it also trains the students who want to make, design, edit, 

produce and build the work behind the scenes. For families serious about the creative industries, that 

gives BRIT far more substance than the usual “arts school” label.

The student who will want BRIT is disciplined, self-directed and hungry for craft. They do not need 

endless hand-holding or social cachet; they need studios, specialist teaching, peers with similar drive and 

a timetable that treats the arts as a central discipline rather than enrichment. They will value *a school 

where creativity is the main event*, not a decorative extra. They will also need resilience. A school built 

around talent development attracts competition, intensity and scrutiny. For the right teenager, that is *a 

powerful launchpad*. For the wrong one, it is a bad fit. Put BRIT on the shortlist if your child wants an 

arts-focused education with real seriousness, public funding and a clear vocational spine. Leave it off if 

you want breadth first and specialism second.

S T R E N G T H S

Non-fee-paying state school, so there are no

tuition costs for UK-resident students who gain a

place

Alumni include Adele, Amy Winehouse and

Leona Lewis, reflecting a strong track record in

music and performance

Rated Outstanding by Ofsted, with dedicated

performance, recording and production facilities

on site

Offers a specific pathway combining GCSEs,

BTECs and A-Levels alongside vocational arts

training from age 14

T R A D E - O F F S

Entry is highly competitive and audition-based,

so a place cannot be guaranteed regardless of

talent or fees

As a UK state school it is designed primarily for

domestic applicants; overseas families face

residency and admissions constraints

Non-arts academic breadth is narrower than a

traditional grammar or independent school,

given the vocational focus

No boarding provision, so relocating families

must arrange local housing and daily commuting

in the Croydon area
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A D M I S S I O N S

The BRIT School admits students at Year 10 (age 14) and Year 12 (age 16) through an application and 

audition process rather than academic entrance exams alone. Prospective students apply via the school's 

own admissions system, attend an audition or interview relevant to their chosen pathway (music, dance, 

theatre, film, art or production), and are assessed on aptitude and commitment to the performing arts. 

Demand significantly exceeds the number of places available each year, making entry competitive. As a 

state-funded school there are no tuition fees, but places are intended primarily for UK residents within 

normal school-age admissions rules, so overseas families should check residency and catchment 

requirements directly with the school before applying.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_782fcc2d4c.

WorldsTopSchools.com Page 3 of 3


