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Alberta Ballet School
Calgary, Alberta, Canada

The only boarding school of its kind in western Canada, splitting each

school day evenly between pointe work and the classroom.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 56/100

Academic outcomes 38/100

University placement 32/100

Prestige & heritage 71/100

Alumni network 45/100

Facilities 47/100

Transparency 27/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Alberta Ballet School occupies a narrow, serious niche: pre-professional ballet training for children and 

teenagers who want dance to sit at the centre of the week, not on its edges. The defining fact is 

structural, not rhetorical. The school splits each day **50:50** between studio training and academic 

study. In western Canada, that makes it singular. Parents looking for a conventional independent school 

with strong dance provision should look elsewhere; this is a specialist institution built for students whose 

commitment already runs deep. The boarding offer sharpens that proposition. For families outside 

Calgary, it opens access to full-time training without requiring a local move, and that alone puts the 

school on a shortlist for a very specific market.
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What is special here is not breadth but concentration. Alberta Ballet School serves ages **3–18**, yet its 

real distinction lies with students old enough to sustain the discipline, repetition and physical load that 

ballet demands. The attraction is *single-minded training*, *daily technical immersion* and a timetable 

that treats dance as core work, not enrichment. That focus carries a trade-off. Students who want a broad 

co-curricular menu, a relaxed school culture or room to drift between interests will find the model too 

narrow. Students who thrive on correction, routine and long-term skill-building will find the opposite: 

*clear purpose*, *serious artistic intent* and a peer group organised around the same ambition.

In market terms, Alberta Ballet School sits closer to a conservatoire pipeline than to a mainstream private 

school. Its value to parents lies in integration. Instead of stitching together evening classes, travel, 

tutoring and missed lessons, families get one institution designed around both halves of a young dancer’s 

life. That matters because ballet at this level punishes fragmentation. The school’s day and boarding 

format, its secular setting and English-language instruction make it legible to both local and international 

families who want a direct route into intensive training. *For the right child, this is an exact fit.* For the 

wrong one, it is *an unforgiving environment*.

The student who will want Alberta Ballet School is disciplined, physically resilient and unromantic about 

the work. Talent matters, but stamina matters more. So does appetite for repetition, correction and 

incremental progress. This is the place for a young dancer who already knows that ballet is not a hobby 

and does not want it treated as one. For those students, Alberta Ballet School earns shortlist status 

because it offers *a rare institutional commitment* to their craft, with the practical benefit of boarding 

and the strategic benefit of an academic day built around training rather than in conflict with it.

S T R E N G T H S

Operates as the official training school of

Alberta Ballet, giving pre-professional students

exposure to a working professional company.

One of Canada's longer-established ballet

schools, tracing its roots back to the late 1950s.

Offers a structured Professional Division

alongside recreational and adult programs,

allowing families to choose the intensity of

commitment.

Provides boarding/homestay arrangements for

out-of-town and international students who

relocate for full-time training.

Calgary offers a lower cost of living and smaller-

city environment than major ballet hubs such as

Toronto or New York.

T R A D E - O F F S

Curriculum is narrowly focused on classical

dance training; broad academic offerings are

secondary and delivered via partner

arrangements rather than an in-house full

curriculum.

Calgary is a smaller market for professional

dance than London, New York or Toronto, so

post-graduation opportunities may be more

limited.

Long, harsh Prairie winters are a real lifestyle

consideration for relocating families unfamiliar

with the climate.

Detailed, itemised tuition and boarding fee

schedules are not fully published online,

requiring direct enquiry for accurate budgeting.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Entry to the Professional Division is by audition, with students typically assessed on technique, physicality 

and potential rather than academic record. Recreational and younger children's classes are generally 

open enrolment, subject to space. Out-of-town and international students applying for boarding or 

homestay placement should expect an additional application and interview process alongside the dance 

audition. Competitiveness rises significantly at the pre-professional and senior levels, where places are 

limited and audition standards reflect preparation for company-track careers.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_78b166601c.
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