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LIPA Sixth Form College (Acting)

Liverpool, United Kingdom

On Liverpool's Hope Street, purpose-built studios and a 100-seat theatre
train BTEC actors for the professional stage.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 61/100
Academic outcomes 38/100
University placement 35/100
Prestige & heritage 25/100
Alumni network 45/100
Facilities 66/100
Transparency 80/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

LIPA Sixth Form College (Acting) occupies a narrow, clear slice of the market: specialist pre-professional
actor training for **¥16-19** year-olds, delivered through a BTEC course in a setting built for performance
rather than broad sixth-form life. On Hope Street in Liverpool, the practical draw is tangible — purpose-
built studios and a **100-seat** theatre give students a working environment that mirrors the discipline
and repetition of vocational training. That matters. Teenagers who want acting, not a diluted mix of acting
plus a conventional A-level timetable, get an education organised around rehearsal, technique and
performance. The trade-off is equally clear: this is not the place for students who want a wide academic
menu, a large campus experience or the safety net of multiple subject pathways.
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What puts it on a shortlist is focus. For the right student, *serious stage training* at sixth-form age carries
real value. Students get immersion, not dabbling; a professional rhythm, not an after-school add-on. The
college’s appeal rests in *industry-shaped discipline*, *performance-led learning* and *a clear artistic
identity*. Parents who want an environment that treats acting as skilled work, with standards and
structure, will find that compelling. Ofsted accreditation adds a layer of external accountability, but
families still need to ask hard questions about progression routes, contact hours, casting opportunities
and pastoral support. Specialist colleges earn their keep through outcomes and day-to-day rigour, not
romance.

The ideal student is easy to identify. This is for a teenager with a settled commitment to acting, enough
resilience to handle critique, and the appetite to spend two years in a concentrated vocational setting. It
suits students energised by rehearsal rooms, ensemble work and public performance; it does not suit the
uncertain applicant who likes drama but wants to keep several academic doors open. In market terms,
LIPA Sixth Form College (Acting) offers *early professional focus* in a compact age range of **16-19**, in
English, within a secular day-school model. For ambitious young actors, that is its strength: *a direct
route into craft*, without the clutter of pretending to be a generalist school.

STRENGTHS TRADE-OFFS

o Sits within the Liverpool Institute for Performing ¢« A BTEC-focused curriculum narrows options for

Arts environment, giving sixth-formers direct
exposure to a specialist performing-arts setting
and its staff and facilities.

Drama, dance and music provision all sit in the
world-class band, with very strong visual arts —
an exceptional co-curricular profile for the
performing arts.

Offers BTEC pathways in performing arts,
allowing early vocational specialisation ahead of
university or conservatoire entry.

+ Associated with LIPA, whose co-founders include

Sir Paul McCartney, giving the institution a
recognised public profile in the performing arts
sector.
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students who may later want traditional A-
Levels or a broader academic route into non-arts
degrees.

As a niche performing-arts feeder college, it will
not suit students without a clear existing
commitment to drama, music or dance.

We could not independently verify whether the
College offers residential or boarding provision,
which relocating or international families should
confirm directly.

As a small, specialist college, subject breadth
and extracurricular offer outside the performing
arts — and provision such as science labs and
sports facilities — are more limited than at large
comprehensive sixth forms.
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ADMISSIONS

Entry is at age 16, via application and audition or interview for performing-arts BTEC pathways, in
keeping with LIPA's wider admissions model. Selection is based on aptitude and predicted GCSE results.
Places are competitive given the specialist performing-arts focus and LIPA's national reputation, so
applicants are advised to prepare a portfolio or audition piece relevant to their chosen strand — drama,
music, dance or production. International applicants should confirm eligibility and visa routes directly
with the College.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.
Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch 83e3d1b8af.
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