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Musashi High School
Tokyo, Japan

No uniform, no hairstyle rules, no dress code -- just a century-old Nerima

campus where boys pursue funded independent research projects

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 79/100

Academic outcomes 84/100

University placement 80/100

Prestige & heritage 78/100

Alumni network 79/100

Facilities 74/100

Transparency 76/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

No uniform, no hairstyle rules and no dress code: Musashi makes its case in the plainest possible way. 

This is a private boys’ day school in Nerima for ages 12 to 18, founded in 1922, teaching the Japanese 

national curriculum in Japanese on a *distinctive* century-old campus with streams and heavy greenery. It

is also affiliated with Musashi University, which matters less as a brand flourish than as a clue to the 

school’s intellectual temperament: this is a place that prizes scholarship, independence and adult 

conversation over polish and supervision.

The defining idea is in the school’s own educational statement: students investigate for themselves and 

WorldsTopSchools.com Page 1 of 3



think for themselves. That sounds routine until you set it against the norms of many academically 

selective schools, where independence is praised and timetables still rule everything. Musashi pushes 

harder. Its public identity rests on developing *original, flexible leaders* and on a style of learning built 

around dialogue, self-direction and funded independent research projects. For the right boy, that is 

*genuinely rare*. For the wrong one, it is unforgiving. A child who needs constant prompting, tight 

behavioural guardrails or a highly managed pastoral culture will find the freedom excessive. A boy with 

intellectual stamina, private curiosity and a taste for doing serious work under his own steam will find 

room here that more standardised schools do not give.

In market terms, Musashi sits in a *niche of its own*: an academically serious Japanese boys’ school with 

a non-religious identity, a long-established Tokyo campus and a deliberate rejection of performative 

discipline codes. The average annual day fee is **922,600 JPY**, which places it in the fee-paying bracket 

without pushing into imported-international-school territory. Parents should shortlist it if they want a 

school that treats adolescence as preparation for independent thought rather than compliance, and if they 

are comfortable with an environment that is *self-selecting*, intellectually exacting and unapologetically 

traditional in structure while being strikingly liberal in daily life. This is not a school for families chasing 

glossy facilities, Anglophone branding or a soft landing. It is for boys who want freedom, seriousness and 

the expectation that they will use both well.

S T R E N G T H S

Musashi is a private boys' senior high school in

Nerima, Tokyo, founded in 1922 by industrialist

Nezu Kaichiro, and is grouped with Kaisei and

Azabu as one of Tokyo's traditional 'boys' three

great schools' for academic pedigree.

The school is unusual in requiring no uniform

and no school trip, running small, discussion-

heavy classes, and having third-year junior-high

students complete an independent research

thesis rather than simply drilling for exams.

Student numbers are kept small at around 500,

with small-group, student-led lessons, and the

campus is one of the largest in Tokyo, with goats

kept on site and a 200-year-old tree referenced

in the school song.

In 2026 the school sent 26 graduates to the

University of Tokyo and 17 to Kyoto University,

with a further 9 to Hitotsubashi and 13 to

Science Tokyo (formerly Tokyo Institute of

Technology).

A second foreign language -- German, French,

Chinese or Korean -- is introduced in small

classes from the third year of junior high,

broadening linguistic exposure beyond the

standard Japanese-school norm.

T R A D E - O F F S

It is a single-sex boys' school with no co-

educational option, which will rule it out for

families seeking a mixed environment or with

daughters.

Musashi is a fully integrated six-year junior-

senior high school with essentially no separate

high-school-level entry route, unlike some rival

schools, so almost all places are filled via one

highly competitive Grade 7 (age 12) exam,

leaving very limited options for families arriving

with older teenagers.

Instruction is entirely in Japanese with no

international or bilingual track, so a strong

existing command of Japanese is a practical

prerequisite for any prospective student.

The school's own leadership has publicly

acknowledged that its University of Tokyo

placement numbers have fallen well behind

rivals Kaisei and Azabu, a byproduct of its long-

standing philosophy of resisting exam-focused

teaching, which some families may see as a

competitive trade-off.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Entry is almost entirely through a single written examination for Grade 7 (age 12), testing Japanese, 

mathematics, science and social studies, with an unusually open-ended, discursive question style rather 

than rote recall. Because Musashi runs as a fully integrated six-year junior-senior high, there is essentially

no separate high-school-level admission point for later arrivals. As one of Tokyo's traditional boys' 'three 

great schools,' the entrance exam is highly selective. There is no uniform or compulsory school trip, 

though families should confirm current fee schedules, including a tablet-purchase charge, directly with 

the school office.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_8b77cb0d31.
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