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SMAN 8 Jakarta
Jakarta, Indonesia

On the Ciliwung's flood-prone banks in Tebet, this Jakarta public school

has quietly stacked national science olympiad medals for decades

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 59/100

Academic outcomes 66/100

University placement 62/100

Prestige & heritage 66/100

Alumni network 48/100

Facilities 55/100

Transparency 42/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

SMAN 8 Jakarta occupies an unusual place in Indonesia’s school market. It is a state day school founded 

in **1958**, serving ages 15–18, teaching the Indonesian curriculum in Indonesian and English. That 

description sounds ordinary; the school’s record does not. SMAN 8 has built a durable reputation for 

academic selection and science competition strength, and that matters more than glossy facilities or 

imported branding. In a city crowded with private and international options, this is the public-school 

counterargument: *serious academic culture*, *earned prestige*, and a student body that expects to work 

hard.
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What sets it apart is concentration. SMAN 8 is not selling a broad lifestyle package. It offers a focused, 

exam-facing environment with real weight in Jakarta’s education landscape. The school’s long-standing 

success in national science olympiads gives it a distinct identity, and that track record carries more 

substance than generic claims about “holistic education”. Parents who value intellectual competition, 

disciplined teaching, and peers who raise the standard will find that compelling. The location on the 

Ciliwung in Tebet is no small footnote either: this is a school with a *hard-edged urban setting* and a 

history shaped by the practical realities of central Jakarta, including flood risk. That does not diminish its 

appeal; it sharpens it.

SMAN 8 belongs on a shortlist for families who want academic credibility without the insulation and 

expense of Jakarta’s private-school circuit. It suits students aged **15–18** who are self-motivated, 

resilient, and comfortable in a high-pressure peer group. The best fit is a teenager who wants substance 

over polish: strong in maths or science, happy in a competitive classroom, and not in need of extensive 

pastoral packaging. This is not the school for a child who needs a gentle pace or a heavily curated 

extracurricular identity. It is for students drawn to *competitive intensity*, *public-school grit*, and the 

*quiet satisfaction* of doing difficult work well.

Its market position is clear. SMAN 8 is a high-status Jakarta public school with a proven academic spine, 

not a fashionable lifestyle brand. For the right family, that is precisely the attraction. Parents shortlist it 

because prestige here rests on outcomes and student calibre, not theatre. Students choose it because 

they want to test themselves among strong peers and join a school whose reputation has held for more 

than **60** years. In a market full of inflated promises, SMAN 8 offers *intellectual seriousness* and 

*institutional weight*.

S T R E N G T H S

Long-established public senior high school in

South Jakarta, operating continuously since it

opened on 1 August 1958 and moved to its

current Bukit Duri site in 1971.

Holds an 'A' accreditation grade (score 97,

awarded 2019) from Indonesia's national school

accreditation board (BAN-S/M).

Was ranked first nationally by university-

entrance-test scores in 2022, with an average

UTBK score of 635.347 as tallied by LTMPT.

Has a track record of sending students to

national science olympiads such as the

Indonesia National Science Olympiad.

Produced a number of nationally recognised

alumni in entertainment and the arts, including

actors Nicholas Saputra and Dian

Sastrowardoyo, and musician Nugie.

T R A D E - O F F S

Teaching is conducted entirely in Bahasa

Indonesia under the national Kurikulum 2013,

with no IB, Cambridge or other internationally

transferable qualification offered.

As a public (negeri) school, half of all new places

are now allocated through Jakarta's residential

'zonasi' system rather than academic merit, a

shift the school's own vice-principal has

described as requiring the school to adapt from

a purely selective institution toward a regular

neighbourhood school.

Zonasi and other domestic admission pathways

require a Jakarta Kartu Keluarga (family

registration card) and proof of local domicile,

which structurally disadvantages families

without existing Indonesian residency

documents.

Detailed, English-language information on fees,

facilities and current staffing is not

systematically published; third-party data

aggregators carry explicit disclaimers about the

accuracy of school profile details.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Entry is via Jakarta's SPMB/PPDB online portal rather than a school-run process. Places are split across 

multiple tracks: neighbourhood zonasi (around 50% of the intake, prioritised by RT/RW proximity to the 

school), academic-achievement (prestasi), affirmation, and parental job-transfer routes. Applicants must 

hold a Jakarta Kartu Keluarga and meet age limits (up to 21 on the first day of school). Zonasi priority-1 

residents are admitted largely regardless of exam results, while remaining places are more competitive; 

the school has historically been one of Jakarta's most sought-after, so non-local or merit-track applicants 

should expect strong competition for the limited non-zonasi seats.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_95ee7bcbbe.
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