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St Kentigern College
Auckland, New Zealand

On a Tamaki Estuary campus, this Presbyterian day-and-boarding school

teaches boys and girls in parallel classrooms before NCEA unites them

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 39/100

Academic outcomes 71/100

University placement 68/100

Prestige & heritage 39/100

Alumni network 11/100

Facilities 55/100

Transparency 27/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

St Kentigern College sits in a narrow but powerful segment of the Auckland market: an independent 

Presbyterian school with both day and boarding provision, a clear institutional backbone, and a structure 

that gives families access to single-sex teaching without forcing a single-sex school identity all the way 

through. The distinctive feature is the parallel classroom model for boys and girls before NCEA brings 

students together. That arrangement will appeal to parents who want the *discipline of a traditional 

school* and the *social range of a co-educational one*. The school also carries the weight of an 

established trust, founded in **1949**, with the College itself opened in **1953**. That matters. 

Governance is not improvised here; it is formal, long-standing and visibly tied to the Saint Kentigern Trust 
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Board.

What puts it on a shortlist is not novelty but clarity. This is a school for families who want a Christian 

framework, a strong sense of order and a campus life that stretches beyond lessons into sport, performing

arts, wellbeing, boarding and a large institutional community. The school’s own structure points to scale 

and ambition: middle school and senior school, dedicated boarding, international provision, premier sport,

private music and drama tuition, productions, and a substantial co-curricular machine. Parents looking for

*a serious, organised environment* will find one. Parents looking for progressive looseness will not. The 

Presbyterian character is not decorative; it sits inside the governance and the school’s own language 

around special character and Christian education.

The best fit is a student who thrives with structure, expectation and plenty of adult direction. Boarders, 

ambitious athletes, committed performers and students who want a full, busy school life are well served. 

So are families who value tradition and want that tradition expressed in daily practice rather than 

branding. A child who wants a highly alternative culture, a loose academic atmosphere or a school that 

downplays faith will chafe here. A child who wants *clear rules*, *high involvement* and *a strong 

communal identity* has a better match. In market terms, St Kentigern College is not the experimental 

choice. It is the *confident establishment option* for Auckland families who want an independent school 

with history, scale and a defined moral frame.

S T R E N G T H S

Co-educational day and boarding school

covering Years 9-13, one of relatively few in

Auckland offering boarding places to both boys

and girls.

Large Pakuranga campus with extensive

sporting facilities, supporting a strong rowing

and rugby programme with regular

representation at national school competitions.

Part of a wider St Kentigern network including

separate Boys' and Girls' primary schools, giving

a structured pathway from early years through

to Year 13.

Established performing arts and music

programme with dedicated facilities, alongside

academic offerings.

Presbyterian character school with a defined

pastoral and values framework integrated into

school life.

T R A D E - O F F S

NCEA is the only curriculum offered; families

seeking IB or Cambridge pathways for

international portability will not find them here.

Fees for day students, and substantially more for

boarders, represent a significant ongoing cost

not disclosed in detail on public sources.

Christian (Presbyterian) character and chapel

involvement may not suit strictly secular

families.

Pakuranga location is east of central Auckland,

meaning families based centrally or on the

North Shore face a longer commute.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Main entry points are Year 9 (from the affiliated St Kentigern Boys' and Girls' primary schools and 

external applicants) and Year 13 for some boarding places, with places also considered at other year 

levels subject to availability. Applications require academic records, references, and typically an 

interview; enrolment can be competitive, particularly for Year 9 day places and boarding vacancies. 

Priority is often given to children of alumni, existing families, and those with a Presbyterian church 

connection. International and boarding applicants should contact the admissions office directly for 

current requirements and lead times.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_9dad12cb81.
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