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Durham Academy
Durham, NC, United States

In the Research Triangle's shadow, a day school where cross country and

track have piled up 39 state titles and academics outrun the AP checklist

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 70/100

Academic outcomes 71/100

University placement 70/100

Prestige & heritage 70/100

Alumni network 70/100

Facilities 73/100

Transparency 68/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Durham Academy occupies a strong niche in the Triangle’s independent-school market: a non-sectarian 

American day school with the scale to offer breadth and the staffing to keep pupils known. Founded in 

1933, it now serves **1,267** pupils from pre-kindergarten to Grade 12 across three campuses and four 

divisions, with a **6:1** student-teacher ratio. The school’s own language leans hard on “moral, happy 

and productive” lives; stripped of slogan, the substance is this: Durham Academy sells close adult 

attention, intellectual seriousness and a whole-school experience that extends well past classroom 

performance. The figure that sharpens that claim is **76%** of full-time faculty holding advanced 

degrees. For parents who want an academically ambitious day school without the narrowness of an exam 

factory, that matters.

What distinguishes Durham Academy is that it does not frame itself as an AP treadmill. The school’s 

mission puts “intellectual endeavour and growth” at the centre, but couples that with athletics, the arts, 

citizenship and relationships. That mix is common in independent-school rhetoric; Durham Academy’s 

advantage is the operational capacity to deliver it, with three campuses, substantial resources and a long-

established local reputation. The editorial hook is clear: this is a school for families who want *high 

standards without hysteria*, *serious teaching with human scale* and *a long-game education* rather 

than a crude credentials race. Its public emphasis on Diversity, Equity and Belonging also places it firmly 

in the mainstream of current US independent-school culture, not outside it. With **49%** students of 

colour, it also serves a more diverse student body than many peer schools in the South.

Why shortlist it? Because Durham Academy offers a rare combination of *pastoral intimacy*, institutional 

heft and breadth of opportunity in a research-driven metropolitan area full of demanding families. The 

school suits students who want to do many things well: the strong all-rounder, the academically engaged 

child who still wants sport or the arts to count, and the pupil who benefits from teachers noticing changes 
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in pace, confidence and interest. It also fits families who value character language and expect it to carry 

through daily school life, not just sit on a website. Children who need anonymity, relish sink-or-swim 

environments or want a sharply specialised conservatory-style education will find a better fit elsewhere. 

Durham Academy is for pupils who thrive when adults know them, challenge them and expect them to 

build *a life larger than a transcript*.

S T R E N G T H S

Enrolls 1,237 students in grades PK-12 with a

student-teacher ratio of 6 to 1, and 99% of

graduates go on to attend a four-year college.

Co-educational since its 1933 founding and one

of the first schools in Durham to integrate,

giving it a long institutional history on diversity.

During the 2025-2026 school year 19% of

students received financial aid, with the average

grant totaling $21,947, backed by an overall

$5.1 million financial aid budget.

Ranks among the top 20% of North Carolina

private schools for most AP courses offered,

most sports offered and most extracurriculars

offered.

Sits on an 84-acre suburban campus and is

easily accessible from Duke University's West

Campus and within walking distance of South

Square, putting it close to Research Triangle

amenities.

T R A D E - O F F S

Upper School tuition runs to $32,650 for grade

12 (with slightly lower rates in younger grades),

a significant recurring cost typical of elite US

day schools.

The acceptance rate of Durham Academy is

18%, which is lower than the national average of

81%, and applicants are required to take an

admissions test and submit grade reports,

recommendations and other supporting

evidence.

Day school only, with no boarding option, so

families relocating from abroad must

independently arrange local housing before

enrollment.

The school is organized into four divisions on

separate parts of campus - Preschool, Lower

School (grades 1-4), Middle School (grades 5-8)

and Upper School (grades 9-12), which can

mean logistical coordination for families with

children across multiple divisions.

WorldsTopSchools.com Page 2 of 3



A D M I S S I O N S

Durham Academy runs a single annual admissions cycle rather than rolling entry for most grades; the 

2026-2027 application and financial-aid deadline was Dec. 8, 2025, with notifications following in 

February and March. Applicants sit an admissions test and submit transcripts, recommendations and 

supporting evidence of academic and personal strengths; interviews are part of the process for older 

applicants. The school states it gives some preference to siblings of current students and children of 

alumni, faculty or staff. With an acceptance rate reported around 18%, competition is real, particularly at 

popular entry points such as Pre-K, Kindergarten, grade 5 and grade 9; admissions decisions are made 

before financial need is assessed.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_a63eaa7fe1.
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