
W O R L D ' S  T O P  S C H O O L S 2026-09-04

St. Joseph's College
Central, Hong Kong

Hong Kong's first Catholic boys' school, teaching Labour and Virtue from

a declared-monument campus on Kennedy Road since 1875.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 73/100

Academic outcomes 74/100

University placement 71/100

Prestige & heritage 78/100

Alumni network 79/100

Facilities 65/100

Transparency 71/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

St. Joseph’s College occupies a rare position in Hong Kong’s school market: an old, academically 

ambitious boys’ day school in Central with real institutional weight behind it. Founded in **1875**, it 

trades on substance, not novelty. The setting matters. A declared-monument campus on Kennedy Road 

gives the school a *strong sense of place* that newer campuses cannot imitate, and its age gives it a deep 

bench of tradition, ritual and expectation. For parents who want a school with history, discipline and a 

settled identity, St. Joseph’s merits attention at once.

What sets it apart is the combination of old-school prestige and a conventional local academic route. The 
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curriculum is the Hong Kong DSE, taught in English, so this is not an international school in the 

expatriate-market sense; it is a local independent fixture with a long record of sending boys through Hong 

Kong’s mainstream examination system. The school talks up strong results and a high university entrance 

rate, but it does not publish aggregate HKDSE outcome data in the public domain. That opacity matters. 

Parents must buy into the school’s reputation and competitive culture more than into disclosed metrics. 

Even so, the signal is clear: this is a place for boys who can handle pace, pressure and comparison in 

large classes of **36**, with a student–teacher ratio of **18:1**.

The appeal, then, is specific. St. Joseph’s suits academically sharp, self-propelled boys who will thrive in a 

*high-expectation culture*, value established traditions, and want a school life that extends beyond the 

classroom into sport, competitions and inter-school leadership. It also suits families who want English-

medium teaching without stepping outside the local system. Boys who need a highly pastoral, softly 

structured environment, extensive individual attention, or a progressive co-educational ethos will find a 

tougher fit here. The school’s draw is *earned prestige*, *serious academic intent*, *institutional 

confidence* and a *formidable heritage* — not warmth, novelty or hand-holding.

S T R E N G T H S

One of Hong Kong's oldest Catholic boys'

schools, founded in 1875 by the De La Salle

Christian Brothers and marking its 150th

anniversary in 2025.

Historic Central Mid-Levels campus with North

and West Block buildings declared Grade I

monuments, reflecting a rare heritage setting

for a working school.

Alumni include Nobel Physics laureate Charles

Kao, cited by the school as the 'Father of fibre

optics,' alongside other prominent public

figures.

Estimated Band 1A academic standing, with

independent DSE analysis ranking it among the

top 14-34 schools in Hong Kong territory and 3-6

within the Central & Western district.

As a government-aided school it charges only

nominal tuition rather than international-school-

level fees, a rarity for a school of this academic

profile.

T R A D E - O F F S

All-boys institution, so families wanting a

coeducational environment must look elsewhere.

Follows the HKDSE curriculum exclusively, with

no IB or A-level track, and requires Chinese

Language study, which can be demanding for

children without prior Cantonese or Chinese

literacy.

Entry runs through Hong Kong's Secondary

School Places Allocation system, which weights

primary-school academic ranking (25%),

ECA/awards (15%) and conduct (10%), rather

than open international-style admissions.

Compact, century-old urban campus; the school

has undertaken a large-scale facilities upgrade,

implying the existing plant was dated relative to

purpose-built modern campuses.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Entry is chiefly at Secondary 1 through Hong Kong's Secondary School Places Allocation system: a 

discretionary-places round (application forms available from the school from late November) plus the 

central allocation stage. Selection weighs primary-school academic rank order (25%), extracurricular 

activities and awards (15%) and conduct (10%). As a Band 1A aided school, competition for discretionary 

places is significant, and places for students outside the local primary feeder network or without strong 

Chinese-language attainment are limited.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_ac9e654839.
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