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British International School Lagos

Lagos, Nigeria

*

On a 30-acre Victoria Island campus, Cambridge rigor meets Yoruba
language study and a five-house boarding tradition.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 54/100
Academic outcomes 55/100
University placement 53/100
Prestige & heritage 53/100
Alumni network 52/100
Facilities 56/100
Transparency 43/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

British International School Lagos occupies a distinctive niche in the city: an English-medium secondary
school on a **30-acre** Victoria Island campus, founded in **2001**, with a British curriculum leading to
Cambridge IGCSE and A Level. That combination matters. Lagos has no shortage of schools using the
language of “international” education; fewer pair a sizeable urban campus with a clear academic route
and a genuinely mixed student body drawn from Nigerian families and expatriates. BIS also keeps class
sizes capped at **20**, a concrete operational detail that carries more weight than the usual claims about
individual attention. The school’s case for a shortlist starts there: *space to breathe*, *a defined academic
track*, and a setting that keeps older pupils in the centre of Lagos rather than on its outskirts.
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What sets it apart is the blend of structure and range. BIS is not a nursery-to-sixth-form all-through school
trying to be everything at once; it is focused on ages 11 to 18, which gives it a more secondary-school
character from the outset. Cambridge exam preparation sits at the core, but the school also pushes
breadth through sport, culture and creative activities. The result is *serious academic intent* without the
narrowness of an exam factory. Parents who value order, routine and a school day built around external
examinations will find that attractive. The five-house ethos in the school’s identity adds *a traditional
boarding-school current* even though this listing is for day pupils, and that house structure often
sharpens belonging, competition and pastoral visibility in adolescent years.

There are caveats. BIS talks up “enviable” results but does not publish aggregate IGCSE or A Level
outcomes in the public domain, so families must ask hard questions about grade profiles, subject take-up
and university destinations. The website also contains filler text in places, which is sloppy for a school
charging premium international-school fees. That does not erase the fundamentals, but it does matter:
schools asking parents for trust need cleaner public communication. Even so, BIS holds three serious
accreditations — BSO, COBIS and CIS — and that external scrutiny gives the school more weight than
many local competitors.

The best fit is a student who wants *clear expectations*, *a strong sense of school identity* and a British-
style academic rhythm. It suits ambitious pupils targeting IGCSEs and A Levels, children moving between
Nigerian and expatriate circles, and families who want an international education without sacrificing local
rootedness in Lagos. It will appeal less to students who need a progressive, highly flexible model or a
broad US-style curriculum. For the right child, BIS offers *measured discipline*, *urban convenience* and
a recognisable route to sixth-form qualifications.

STRENGTHS TRADE-OFFS

o Follows the National Curriculum for England
through to IGCSE and A-Level, giving a
recognised pathway into UK and international
universities.

o Located within Lagos, offering an alternative to
relocating children to boarding schools abroad
for a British-style education.

o As a single-campus day school, it allows for
closer daily parental involvement than boarding
alternatives.

o Operates within Nigeria's established
international schools market, alongside other
British and American curriculum providers in
Lagos.

o Offers continuity of a British curriculum from
Early Years through to Sixth Form under one
institution.
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As a day school in Lagos, families are exposed to
the city's notorious traffic congestion, which can
materially affect daily school-run logistics.

Operating in Nigeria means school life is subject
to local infrastructure realities, including power
supply and security considerations common to
Lagos.

Fees are not publicly itemised on the school's
own site in detail, making cost comparison with
peer international schools harder for
prospective parents.

Editorial ranking (1288) suggests it sits well
outside the top tier of internationally
benchmarked schools, reflecting a more regional
than global profile.
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ADMISSIONS

Admission is typically by application through the school's registrar, with entry points at Early Years,
Primary and Secondary levels, and further intake at Sixth Form for A-Level study. Prospective families
should expect assessment of prior school reports and, for older entrants, some form of academic
screening or interview. Places in popular year groups can be limited, particularly given demand from
Lagos's established expatriate and returnee professional community, so early enquiry well ahead of the
academic year is advisable.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.
Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch b26d7096af.
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