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St Peter's School Cambridge
Cambridge, New Zealand

Home of Champions' Cambridge campus: the only Central North Island

school offering the IB Diploma, complete with its own dairy farm.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 68/100

Academic outcomes 68/100

University placement 68/100

Prestige & heritage 50/100

Alumni network 55/100

Facilities 79/100

Transparency 59/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

St Peter’s School Cambridge occupies a distinctive niche in New Zealand’s private-school market: a co-

educational Anglican day and boarding school for ages **5–18** with a serious campus, a broad co-

curricular engine and a curriculum offer that few regional competitors can match. The headline fact 

matters. It is the only school in the Central North Island offering the IB Diploma, alongside the Cambridge

Pathway listed by the school. For families in Waikato and the surrounding region who want an 

international academic route without shifting to Auckland, that alone puts St Peter’s on the shortlist. Add 

the school’s scale of setting — river frontage, a boathouse on Lake Karapiro, an equestrian centre, golf 

facilities and a working dairy farm — and the proposition sharpens into *a full-immersion boarding-school 
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life* rather than a conventional town day school.

What is special here is not one flagship building or one prestige programme, but the combination of 

academic choice, land, sport and boarding culture on one site. St Peter’s trades on the old independent-

school promise of forming the whole child, but in this case the infrastructure gives that claim substance. 

A student can move from classroom to lake, stable, stage or sports field without leaving the school 

ecosystem. The dairy farm and outdoor estate are not cosmetic details; they mark St Peter’s out from 

urban competitors and give it *a strong sense of place*. This is a school for families who want *room to 

grow*, structured independence and a campus that runs beyond the timetable. Founded in **1936**, it 

also has the institutional maturity that many newer “aspirational” schools lack.

The caveat is equally clear. St Peter’s will not suit every child. The school projects ambition, breadth and 

performance. Students who thrive here will want to take part, not hide at the edges. This is a good fit for 

the busy, energetic pupil who wants strong sport, visible co-curricular options and a school community 

with *a real boarding heartbeat*. It also suits the student who wants an international academic route 

while staying in regional New Zealand. Children who need a smaller, quieter, more understated 

environment may find the scale, activity and all-round expectations too much. St Peter’s has appeal for 

the self-starting all-rounder, the committed boarder and the young athlete or performer who wants 

facilities to match.

Why shortlist it? Because few schools in New Zealand offer this combination of boarding, campus 

resources and curriculum reach in one place. The IB Diploma offer gives it market distinction; the land 

and facilities give it texture; the boarding element gives it *depth of community*; and the setting gives it 

*a rare breadth of opportunity*. For the right student, St Peter’s offers **7** years of continuity from Year 

7 to Year 13 in an environment built for participation, not passivity.

S T R E N G T H S

One of a small number of New Zealand schools

offering both the IB Diploma Programme and

Cambridge International (IGCSE/A Level)

pathways instead of NCEA, broadening

university options for expatriate families.

Combined day and boarding school catering

from primary through to Year 13, giving

continuity of schooling on a single campus in

Cambridge, Waikato.

Located in Cambridge, a town internationally

recognised for equestrian and rowing sport

(adjacent to Lake Karapiro, home of world

rowing regattas), supporting strong co-

curricular sporting programmes.

Established Anglican-character school with a

long history in the region, providing an

established boarding pastoral structure for

domestic and international students.

Dual-curriculum model allows families uncertain

of long-term country of residence to keep either

a UK/Cambridge-recognised or IB-recognised

qualification pathway open.

T R A D E - O F F S

Departure from the NCEA system means

students transferring into or out of mainstream

New Zealand state schooling may face

curriculum misalignment.

Boarding and day fees are a significant cost,

and, as with most independent New Zealand

schools, are not fully disclosed or standardised

without direct enquiry to the school.

Location in Cambridge, a small provincial town,

is a considerable distance from Auckland's main

international airport, a practical factor for

boarding families flying in from overseas.

As an unranked school in independent guides,

there is limited third-party comparative data

(league tables, inspection ratings) available to

benchmark academic outcomes against peer

schools.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Entry is possible at multiple points from primary through to Year 13, with places for both day and 

boarding students, including international applicants. Applications are made directly to the school's 

admissions office and typically require academic references, school reports, and sometimes an interview 

or assessment, particularly for older year-group entry or boarding places. Boarding places, especially for 

international students, should be applied for well in advance given capacity limits. Competitiveness varies 

by year level; senior entry into the IB or Cambridge Pathway streams may require evidence of prior 

academic performance.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_b686c8e467.
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