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Royal Winnipeg Ballet School, Professional Division
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada

A Russian-method training ground on the Prairies, feeding a ballet

company where three in four dancers are its own graduates.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 56/100

Academic outcomes 42/100

University placement 32/100

Prestige & heritage 56/100

Alumni network 1/100

Facilities 82/100

Transparency 45/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Royal Winnipeg Ballet School’s Professional Division occupies a narrow, serious niche: pre-professional 

ballet training for students aged 11 to 18 who want conservatoire-level discipline without giving up a 

recognised school education. The distinctive point is not “arts enrichment” or a broad performing-arts 

menu. It is classical ballet, taught in English, with boarding available, tied to the Manitoba High School 

Diploma. The school’s editorial appeal sits in its direct pipeline into the Royal Winnipeg Ballet company 

itself. That matters. Parents weighing specialist dance schools want proof that the training leads 

somewhere concrete, and a company fed heavily by its own school gives this place a *clear professional 

logic*. This is not a finishing school for recreational dancers; it is a *hard-edged vocational track*.
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What makes it special is the combination of Russian-method training, full-time academic study and 

immersion in a city whose ballet identity is stronger than outsiders expect. Winnipeg does not trade on 

glamour. That works in the school’s favour. The atmosphere is *workmanlike rather than theatrical*, and 

students who thrive here tend to value rigour over display. The headline statistic does the selling: **three 

in four** dancers in the Royal Winnipeg Ballet are graduates of the school. That is a stronger market 

signal than glossy promises about “industry links”. It tells parents that the institution trains to a company 

standard recognised by its nearest professional employer. For a boarding school taking students from age 

**11** through **18**, that degree of vertical integration is rare.

The school belongs on a shortlist for families seeking an *unromantic route into ballet* — one built on 

repetition, correction, resilience and the acceptance that elite dance training narrows childhood. Students

who want a broad extracurricular school experience, big-team sport, or room to treat ballet as one 

strength among many will find the model too restrictive. The right student is talented, physically durable, 

self-disciplined and emotionally steady; one who wants daily ballet to be the centre of life, not an after-

school add-on. For that child, Royal Winnipeg Ballet School offers *serious artistic formation* and a 

*credible bridge to the profession*. For everyone else, it is too specialised, too demanding and too single-

minded.

S T R E N G T H S

Affiliated with the Royal Winnipeg Ballet, the

oldest continuously operating ballet company in

Canada, chartered by Queen Elizabeth II in

1953.

Professional Division blends the Manitoba high

school curriculum with daily classical ballet

training, allowing students to graduate with a

recognised diploma.

On-site boarding residence is available for out-

of-town and international students, simplifying

relocation for families outside Winnipeg.

Uses the RWB's own codified training

methodology, developed over decades and used

to train dancers who have gone on to

professional companies.

Small, audition-selected cohorts allow close

faculty attention across both academic and

dance streams.

T R A D E - O F F S

Entry is by competitive audition at every level,

and places in senior years are limited, so

acceptance is not guaranteed even for strong

dancers.

Tuition, boarding and associated costs are not

published in detail on the school website and

must be requested directly, making budgeting

harder for relocating families.

The intensive ballet schedule leaves

comparatively little time for broader

extracurricular activities or academic electives

outside the arts.

Winnipeg is a mid-sized Canadian city with a

harsh winter climate and fewer international

flight connections than Toronto or Vancouver.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Admission is by annual audition, held in Winnipeg and at satellite audition locations across Canada and 

sometimes abroad, for students roughly grade 6 through grade 12. Applicants are assessed on physical 

suitability, prior ballet training and academic standing. Places are limited each year and competition 

increases at senior levels. Boarding students undergo additional interviews regarding independence and 

readiness for residence life. Families should contact the school directly for current fee schedules and 

audition dates.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_b8d0193c76.

WorldsTopSchools.com Page 3 of 3


