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Kulturama Gymnasium
Stockholm, Sweden

Under one Hammarby Sjostad roof, the Nordic region's largest arts upper-

secondary stages roughly 300 student productions each year.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 46/100

Academic outcomes 65/100

University placement 74/100

Prestige & heritage 22/100

Alumni network 43/100

Facilities 32/100

Transparency 22/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Kulturama Gymnasium occupies a clear niche in Stockholm: a Swedish Upper Secondary School Diploma 

school for students aged 16–19 who want the mainstream academic track delivered inside a serious arts 

environment. The decisive point is scale. Under one Hammarby Sjöstad roof, this is the Nordic region’s 

largest arts upper-secondary, staging roughly **300** student productions each year. That volume 

matters. It means performance, rehearsal, critique and public presentation are not decorative extras; they 

are part of the school’s operating rhythm. For families comparing Swedish gymnasiums, Kulturama 

belongs on the shortlist if a teenager wants arts training embedded into daily school life rather than 

bolted on after hours. The attraction is obvious: *constant creative output*, *a working artistic culture*, 
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*high-volume stage experience*.

What is special here is not academic novelty; it is concentration. The curriculum is the Swedish Upper 

Secondary School Diploma, taught in Swedish, and the school is secular and day-only. The distinction lies 

in the density of artistic activity and the peer group it attracts. A teenager who wants to sing, act, dance, 

make, rehearse and perform alongside others with the same appetite will find that Kulturama offers 

*serious immersion* and *an unusually committed cohort*. That also brings pressure. A school built 

around arts production suits students who gain energy from visibility, deadlines and ensemble work. It 

suits them less well if they want a quiet, anonymous sixth form experience.

Parents should also read the proposition with clear eyes. This is not the right fit for every able student in 

Stockholm. A child whose interests sit firmly outside the arts, or who wants a broad international 

curriculum in English, should look elsewhere. Kulturama’s value rests on specialisation, and specialisation

narrows as well as enriches. For the right student, that narrowness is the point: *creative intensity*, 

*professional-style repetition*, and a school week shaped by making work, not just discussing it. The best 

fit is a 16–19-year-old who already knows that artistic practice is central to their identity and wants a 

school where that commitment is treated as normal, daily business, not a hobby.

S T R E N G T H S

Runs the Aesthetic Programme (Estetiska

programmet) with named orientations in Film &

Media, Music, Theatre and Dance, allowing

early creative specialisation.

As a Swedish friskola, it is funded through the

national school voucher (skolpeng) system and

charges no tuition fees to students.

Located in central Stockholm, giving students

proximity to the city's professional film, media

and performing arts scene for work placements

and networking.

Specialist aesthetic gymnasier of this type

typically maintain smaller cohort sizes in

creative subjects than mainstream upper

secondary programmes.

T R A D E - O F F S

Teaching follows the Swedish national

curriculum and is delivered in Swedish, which

disadvantages non-Swedish-speaking or newly

arrived families.

Does not offer the International Baccalaureate

or Cambridge pathways, limiting options for

families expecting internationally transferable

qualifications.

As a single-site day school it has no boarding

facility, so it is unsuitable for families relocating

without a Stockholm base.

Entry to the creative orientations generally

requires both strong grundskola grades and an

audition or portfolio, adding a layer of

competitive selection beyond academics.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Entry is at year 1 of gymnasiet, typically age 16, following completion of Swedish grundskola (compulsory 

school). Applications go through Stockholm's joint municipal gymnasium admissions portal. Places on the 

Aesthetic Programme are allocated using grundskola merit points (meritpoang), and the film, music, 

theatre and dance orientations additionally require an audition or portfolio submission. Demand for arts-

specialist places in central Stockholm is moderate to high given limited capacity citywide. Non-Swedish-

speaking applicants face a structural disadvantage since instruction and assessment are in Swedish under 

the national curriculum.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_c0352c8d03.
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