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Kearsney College

Botha's Hill, South Africa

o

Perched above the Valley of a Thousand Hills, a Methodist boys' school
whose choir has claimed world titles and mathletes lead KZN.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 61/100
Academic outcomes 61/100
University placement 59/100
Prestige & heritage 64/100
Alumni network 63/100
Facilities 64/100
Transparency 49/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

Perched above the Valley of a Thousand Hills, Kearsney trades on more than scenery. This is a boys’
school in Botha’s Hill with a long-established South African independent-school formula: full secondary
range from ages 11 to 18, English-medium teaching, the IEB route to the National Senior Certificate, and
a lean **10.5:1** student-teacher ratio that points to real teacher access. The academic case is
straightforward. Kearsney reports a **100%** matric pass rate for 2025, a **99%** bachelor degree pass,
and a 45% average distinction rate for mathematics. It also claims the top school in KwaZulu-Natal in the
South African Mathematics Olympiad for six consecutive years. That makes the school *serious about

outcomes*, not just sport and tradition.
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What lifts Kearsney above the standard South African boys’ boarding-school script is the breadth of elite
performance. Rugby, hockey, water polo, basketball and golf all feature in provincial or national
selections, but the sharper point is that the school does not force a choice between jock culture and
intellectual ambition. The choir won both categories it entered at the World Choral Festival in Hong Kong,
took more prizes than any other choir there, and collected the jury prize as well. Few schools can pair
*hard-driving maths credentials* with a choir that wins international titles. That combination gives
Kearsney a distinct market position: a *high-output, traditional* boys’ school with credible depth in
academics, music and sport, rather than a one-dimensional sports factory.

It belongs on a shortlist for families who want a structured, competitive environment and who value
measurable performance. Boys who thrive here will want a full timetable, visible standards and a school
culture that rewards commitment in more than one arena. This is not the place for a child who needs a
loose, progressive atmosphere or extensive co-educational social life; it is *purposeful*, male, and shaped
by expectations. For the right student — academically able, energetic, resilient and happy in a culture of
selection, touring and team representation — Kearsney offers a *formidable* platform.

STRENGTHS TRADE-OFFS

e 10:1 student-teacher ratio allows close academic e Boys-only secondary school limits co-educational

oversight experience

o Average class size 20 keeps lessons relatively o English-only instruction may deter non-
contained anglophone families

o IEB National Senior Certificate offers South o IEB curriculum is narrower than British or IB
African university pathway options

o Established in 1921, with long-standing sporting
traditions

WorldsTopSchools.com Page 2 of 3



ADMISSIONS

Kearsney College is a boys’ school in Botha’s Hill for ages 11-18, so the obvious admission entry point is
into the lower secondary years, with later entry where places arise. It offers the IEB route to the South
African National Senior Certificate, with teaching in English. Public material provided here does not set
out a full admissions timetable, formal assessment structure or year-by-year intake pattern, so parents
should not assume fixed deadlines or a single annual testing round without checking directly with the
school.

The school presents itself as a traditional independent high school for boys, and the website foregrounds
sport, choral music and academic outcomes, which suggests selection may look beyond classroom
performance alone. That said, the school does not publish enough in the supplied material to confirm
whether applicants sit entrance examinations, attend interviews, submit school reports, or complete other
profiling. Likewise, no bursary or financial-aid detail appears in the extracts provided, so availability,
criteria and scale of support are not publicly established here.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.
Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch c1e88dd79e.

WorldsTopSchools.com Page 3 of 3



