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The Buckley School

New York City, United States

On Manhattan's Upper East Side since 1913, a K-9 boys' school pairing
classical rigor with mandatory public-speaking training for every student.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 65/100
Academic outcomes 72/100
University placement 71/100
Prestige & heritage 72/100
Alumni network 23/100
Facilities 73/100
Transparency 66/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

The Buckley School occupies a narrow, durable niche in New York: an all-boys K-9 day school on the
Upper East Side, founded in **1913**, teaching an American curriculum in English and ending before the
usual secondary years. That structure matters. Buckley is not selling a through-school experience; it is a
launch school. The value lies in what it does before age 14, then where boys go next. The recent
destination list is tiny but pointed — Deerfield, Hotchkiss and Taft — and it tells parents exactly where
Buckley sits in the market: a traditional Manhattan preparatory school with one eye fixed on competitive
boarding-school and day-school exits. *This is a school with a clear function.*

What distinguishes Buckley is the combination of old-school academic discipline and compulsory training
in public speaking. Plenty of prep schools talk about confidence; Buckley puts “Public Speaker” into the
student-facing story and ties performance to practice and feedback. That gives the school a sharper
identity than the usual private-school blur of leadership, character and excellence. For families who want
boys to write accurately, speak in full sentences and handle scrutiny without folding, that is a serious
advantage. *The culture reads as formal, drilled and deliberate.* Parents who dislike that tone will know
it quickly. Parents who want *polish without drift* will take notice.

Buckley belongs on a shortlist because it offers a specific answer to a specific parental brief: a boys’ day
education from ages **5-14** in a high-expectation setting, with recognised standing through NAIS and
NYSAIS accreditation, and a record of placing boys into selective next-step schools. It will suit the boy
who responds to structure, repetition and adult direction; who gains confidence from mastery; and who
can tolerate, or enjoy, being pushed to speak up in public. It will also suit families who want *a tightly run
pre-secondary education* rather than a progressive or therapeutic atmosphere. This is not the school for
a child who needs a loose frame, broad choice or a low-pressure culture. *Buckley’s appeal is precision,
not softness.*
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In market terms, Buckley sits with New York’s established junior independent schools that trade on

tradition, social fluency and strong onward placement. Its Upper East Side location, single-sex format and

age range make it a targeted purchase, not a general one. The school does not publish aggregate

academic outcome data in the public domain here, so parents must judge it through culture, curriculum

and exits rather than headline metrics. Even so, the proposition is coherent: *serious training early,

selective options later*. For the right boy, that is compelling. For the wrong one, it is constricting. That

clarity is a strength.

STRENGTHS

A private, K-9 day school for boys on
Manhattan's Upper East Side, founded in 1913
and now led by its sixth head of school, giving it
over a century of institutional continuity.

Buckley is a member of the National Association
of Independent Schools, the New York State
Association of Independent Schools and the
International Boys' Schools Coalition (IBSC),
situating it within recognised peer networks for
single-sex education.

The school has three divisions -- Lower School
(K-3), Middle School (4-6) and Upper School (7-
9) -- with a student body of approximately 370
pupils and 90 faculty and staff members,
indicating a relatively favourable adult-to-
student presence.

Strong secondary school placement, low
attrition, two major capital campaigns, a $70
million building project, increased alumni
involvement, and a more diverse community
have been the hallmarks of the last decade, per
the school's own account of recent progress.

From his very first year every Buckley boy
learns to speak in front of a crowd, plays on
competitive athletic teams, and draws, paints,
carves wood, acts on stage, and sings in
concerts, reflecting a broad, compulsory co-
curricular model rather than early
specialisation.
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TRADE-OFFS

The school is a K-9 day school for boys only --

families must re-enter the competitive New York
secondary school admissions market after grade
9, and there is no option for daughters to attend.

2026-27 day tuition is reported at $62,400, a
significant and rising cost typical of Manhattan
single-sex day schools, before fees or financial
aid are considered.

Enrollment is small, at approximately 370 pupils
across ten grade levels, meaning few openings
exist in any given year outside the main
kindergarten ('‘Beginners') entry point.
Applications for grades 1 through 9 are
accepted only contingent on available openings,
so places above kindergarten can be scarce and
unpredictable for relocating families.
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ADMISSIONS

Entry is concentrated at kindergarten (‘Beginners'), requiring children to turn 5 by August 31 of the entry
year, with places in grades 1-9 offered only as space allows. Applications are made via the Ravenna online
platform, which opens on August 25 and requires a $75 non-refundable fee. The process includes a
parent/guardian campus tour, a parent/guardian interview with the admissions director, and, for
kindergarten applicants, a child school visit, alongside transcripts and school reports for older applicants.
As a single-sex Upper East Side day school with limited seats, competitiveness is high, particularly at
kindergarten entry.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.
Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch c56alccafe.
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