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Lechwe School
Kitwe, Zambia

Born in a Copperbelt church hall in 1977, this Cambridge day school has

tracked Kitwe's mining fortunes ever since.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 53/100

Academic outcomes 54/100

University placement 52/100

Prestige & heritage 52/100

Alumni network 51/100

Facilities 54/100

Transparency 41/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Lechwe School occupies a specific niche in Zambia’s school market: an established, non-religious 

Cambridge day school in Kitwe serving ages **3–18**. That matters. Outside Lusaka, parents have fewer 

schools with real continuity from early years to sixth form, and Lechwe offers a single through-school 

route in English with Cambridge International and British framing. Its history also gives it texture. 

Founded in **1971**, and tied in the public imagination to Kitwe’s mining economy, it carries the *steady 

confidence* of an institution that has lived through booms, contractions and the civic churn of the 

Copperbelt. This is not a new entrant trading on glossy promise.
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What sets Lechwe apart is not novelty but local standing, longevity and breadth. In Kitwe, that 

combination puts it near the top of the shortlist for families who want an academically serious day school 

without a religious brief. Cambridge International accreditation gives the school an intelligible academic 

pathway; ISAZ membership places it within Zambia’s independent-school circuit. That said, parents 

should keep their eyes open. The school’s market position rests on reputation and continuity more than on

publicly detailed performance data. Lechwe does not trade in *hard-edged academic theatre*. Families 

who want exhaustive public disclosure of outcomes, university destinations or value-added metrics will 

find the picture thinner than at the most transparent international schools.

The students who fit Lechwe best are those who want structure, familiarity and a full school life rooted in 

one city rather than a transient expatriate experience. This suits children who thrive in a stable day-

school environment, families planning to stay in Kitwe, and pupils who benefit from *clear routines*, 

*settled expectations* and a peer group drawn from the local professional class. It also suits parents who 

value a school with institutional memory over one selling reinvention every admissions cycle. For children 

who need a *high-octane, globally mobile* campus culture, or for families who want boarding, Lechwe is 

the wrong product: it is a day school, and a distinctly local one.

Why shortlist it? Because in the Copperbelt, durability has value. Lechwe offers a *grounded, serious 

education* in English across **17** years of schooling, with Cambridge alignment and a reputation built 

over decades, not launched last term. Its appeal lies in being *rooted rather than fashionable*: a school 

for families who want consistency, recognised academics and a strong local network in Kitwe.

S T R E N G T H S

Follows the Cambridge International curriculum

through to IGCSE and A Level, giving pupils

internationally transferable qualifications.

Based in Kitwe, the commercial centre of the

Copperbelt, making it a practical option for

expatriate and professional families working in

the region's mining and business sectors.

Operates as a day school, which keeps overall

costs lower than boarding alternatives and

allows children to remain in the family home.

One of the more established private schools on

the Copperbelt, offering greater institutional

continuity than newer entrants to the market.

T R A D E - O F F S

Public data on examination results, staff

qualifications, and independent inspection

outcomes is limited compared to larger

international school groups.

Location in Kitwe rather than Lusaka reduces

proximity to the wider range of international

schools, universities, and cultural resources

concentrated in the capital.

No boarding provision, which may be a

limitation for expatriate families without settled

local housing or those relocating without

domestic support.

The depth and breadth of A-Level subject choice

is not fully documented in public sources, so

families should confirm current offerings

directly.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Admission is understood to be by application at the standard entry points (early primary, transition to 

secondary, and pre-IGCSE/A Level years), typical of Cambridge-curriculum day schools in Zambia. 

Families should expect to provide previous school reports and sit a basic placement assessment or 

interview, though the school does not publish detailed selectivity data. Places are likely more readily 

available than at Lusaka's larger international schools, reflecting Kitwe's smaller expatriate population. 

Prospective parents should contact the school directly for current fee schedules, term dates, and specific 

entry requirements, as these are not comprehensively listed on public sources.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_cbd5a07333.
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