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Norfolk Academy
Norfolk, United States

Chartered in 1728 as America's eighth oldest school, Norfolk's Honor

System still governs daily life in Hampton Roads

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 64/100

Academic outcomes 71/100

University placement 70/100

Prestige & heritage 71/100

Alumni network 19/100

Facilities 73/100

Transparency 68/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Norfolk Academy earns shortlist status on age, seriousness and civic reach. Chartered in **1728**, it is 

America’s eighth oldest school and Virginia’s oldest independent school: that history is not decorative 

here, because the school’s Honor System still sits at the centre of daily life. In a market full of schools 

that talk about character in soft-focus language, Norfolk Academy makes trust, accountability and self-

command part of the operating model. It is a day school for ages 5–18, with a lean **1:8** student–

teacher ratio and a wide catchment across Hampton Roads, drawing families from Norfolk, Chesapeake, 

Virginia Beach, Portsmouth and Suffolk. The result is a school with *institutional weight*, *real local 

standing* and a broader social footprint than many urban independents.
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What marks it out is the combination of old-school structure and present-day ambition. This is not a 

finishing school and not a lifestyle campus. It reads as a place for families who want *clear standards*, 

*adult expectations* and a strong academic culture inside an American curriculum. The school 

foregrounds relationships, but the more telling detail is that it also foregrounds constant self-review and 

improvement. Recent news points to active investment rather than complacent heritage: a new coastal 

research campus, a renovation of athletic facilities, and schedule reform in two divisions. That gives 

Norfolk Academy a *disciplined seriousness* that many long-established schools lose once the history 

starts doing too much work.

Parents should also note what Norfolk Academy does not publish. There are no aggregate public exam 

outcomes to interrogate, because this is an American school, and the school does not disclose a clean set 

of school-wide academic metrics in the public domain. Instead, the visible outcomes are selective 

university destinations and a steady emphasis on close teacher access, honour and challenge. That leaves 

some academic opacity, and exacting parents will want sharper detail in admissions conversations about 

course breadth, top-end academic differentiation and university counselling. Even so, the core proposition 

is strong: *a culture of trust*, *high expectations* and enough scale to support athletics, research 

initiatives and a full senior-school life without losing coherence.

The best fit is a student who wants stretch, structure and community in equal measure. Norfolk Academy 

suits children who thrive when adults hold the line, who value direct teacher contact, and who will use a 

day-school format to stay rooted in family life while accessing a demanding peer group. It will suit the 

conscientious all-rounder, the academically ambitious student who also wants sport or wider school 

involvement, and the child who responds to *a morally serious environment*. It will not suit families 

looking for progressive looseness, glossy international branding or a school that defines itself by 

spectacle. Norfolk Academy’s appeal is *enduring substance*.

S T R E N G T H S

Founded in 1728, Norfolk Academy is Virginia's

oldest independent school, giving it a long-

established institutional history and endowment

base.

The school enrolls roughly 1,200 students across

grades 1-12 with an average class size of around

12, supporting a low pupil-to-teacher ratio.

College-bound outcomes are solid, with a

middle-50% SAT score of 1308 and ACT of 26.0

among recent seniors.

The athletics program spans 20 interscholastic

sports and was recognized by USA Today as the

top regional high school for student-athletes.

Nearly one in five students receives need-based

financial aid, backed by more than $3 million

awarded annually.

T R A D E - O F F S

As a day school only, Norfolk Academy offers no

boarding option, which limits its usefulness for

relocating expat families without a local base.

Tuition runs from roughly $22,800 to $29,400

depending on grade level, a significant cost

before transportation or activity fees.

The school sits on a single campus in Norfolk, so

families in outlying Hampton Roads

communities depend on a bus network of 15

routes to reach it.

Public data on admissions selectivity and college

matriculation lists are limited, making it harder

for outside families to benchmark

competitiveness precisely.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Norfolk Academy admits students into grades 1-12, with entry points concentrated at younger grades and 

in key transition years. The process requires transcripts, recommendations, and for grades 6-12 an SSAT 

score, plus an interview. The published application deadline is December 15, with financial aid decisions 

communicated after January 31 via the Clarity platform. Entry appears competitive rather than open, 

though the school itself does not publish an acceptance rate.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_cc752456e7.
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