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Christ's College
Christchurch, New Zealand

New Zealand's oldest independent school, its neo-Gothic quadrangle and

chapel choir anchoring a boys' boarding tradition beside Hagley Park.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 58/100

Academic outcomes 66/100

University placement 64/100

Prestige & heritage 69/100

Alumni network 14/100

Facilities 67/100

Transparency 54/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

The neo-Gothic quadrangle next to Hagley Park does real work here: Christ’s College trades on place, 

ritual and continuity, and in this case the substance matches the image. Founded in 1850, it is New 

Zealand’s oldest independent school and remains a boys’ school with both day and boarding provision 

from ages 3 to 18. The school states that academic progress is its primary objective, and that matters 

more than the chapel-and-heritage gloss. Parents looking for a *full-blooded traditional* school, with clear 

expectations about conduct, discipline and scholarly effort, will find exactly that. This is an Anglican 

school with an unapologetically male ethos, and it will not suit families who want a loose, progressive 

culture or a co-educational social environment in the senior years.
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What sets Christ’s College apart is the combination of old-school boarding culture and an IB offer in a 

New Zealand setting. The curriculum in the verified context is IB, and the school is accredited by the IBO. 

That gives the school a more internationally legible academic framework than many institutions built on 

inherited prestige alone. The boarding average of **NZD 60,000** a year and day average of **NZD 

27,000** place it firmly in the premium bracket domestically, but not at the level of the most expensive 

British boarding schools; for the right family, that makes it a *serious but not absurdly priced* 

proposition. The school also pushes a heavy co-curricular line — sport, music, culture and service all 

feature prominently — but the central message stays fixed: learning first, activities second.

Parents should shortlist Christ’s College if they want a school with *institutional weight*, visible traditions

and a strong sense of male formation rather than a broad church trying to be all things to all families. The 

recent destinations listed — **Cambridge (1)**, **Oxford (1)** and **Harvard (1)** — show that top-end 

international progression exists, even if the school does not publish the wider destination pattern here. 

The boy who will thrive at Christ’s College is academically motivated, comfortable with structure, and 

willing to throw himself into boarding or house life, chapel culture, sport, music or service without 

needing endless hand-holding. For a bright boy who likes clear rules, collective identity and *high-

expectation* schooling, Christ’s College has real pull. For a boy who resists hierarchy or wants a more 

relaxed, less tradition-bound education, it is the wrong fit.

S T R E N G T H S

Offers both NCEA and IB curricula

Low 10:1 student-teacher ratio

Average class size is 18

Boarding available from an Anglican school

T R A D E - O F F S

Boys' secondary school, not fully coeducational

Annual boarding fees reach 55,000 NZD

Annual day fees reach 26,000 NZD
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A D M I S S I O N S

Christ’s College in Christchurch is, per the sources provided, an independent Anglican school. The listing 

gives an age range of 3–18, so the main entry points are likely to span early years, junior years and the 

senior school, with admissions potentially occurring at several stages rather than only at one age. The 

school declares both NCEA and IB, which matters for older applicants, but the school does not publish 

enough here to say how places are allocated between those pathways. Nor do the supplied sources set out

whether assessment is by test, interview, school reports or a combination.

Families should note that the available material is thin on admissions mechanics. No application deadlines 

are given in the sources supplied, and there is no published detail here on bursaries, means-tested aid or 

scholarships. Equally, no distinctive selection process is described beyond the school’s identity as a 

private Anglican institution. In practice, that means parents should ask the admissions office directly 

about year-by-year availability, assessment requirements, boarding entry, and whether financial support 

exists.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_dec183b42d.
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