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RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 49/100

Prestige & heritage 43/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

This is a specialist proposition with a clear point: serious arts training inside a real high-school structure,
not an after-school add-on dressed up as a conservatoire. Chicago Academy for the Arts has been
independent since 1981 and runs a day built around three 75-minute academic blocks, a 45-minute flex
period, and then more than three hours in a student’s chosen arts department. For a visual arts student,
that matters. The school gives the art discipline enough time to shape the day, rather than squeezing it
around standard college-prep classes. With a **7:1** student-teacher ratio, the set-up points to close adult
attention and a pace that suits students who need critique, iteration and sustained studio focus.

What sets it apart is the co-curricular design. The school is explicit that students do both: rigorous
college-preparatory academics and professional-level arts training. That dual demand is the attraction
and the warning label. This is *not a casual arts option* for a teenager who likes drawing but wants a
conventional school week. It suits the student whose identity already rests in making work, taking
criticism and spending long hours in an art environment, while still handling academic expectations. The
National School of Distinction designation from the John F. Kennedy Center gives the school external
credibility, but the more important signal is structural: the timetable itself tells parents that the arts are
the organising principle, not the enrichment programme.

In market terms, this is a *serious niche school* rather than a broad private day school with a strong art
department. The average annual day fee is *¥*$39,388**, which places it in expensive US independent-
school territory; parents are paying for specialisation, time and staff access, not a sprawling all-purpose
campus proposition. The shortlist case is straightforward: if your child wants a high school where visual
art sits at the centre of daily life, where academic work still carries weight, and where the culture is built
for young artists rather than conventional all-rounders, this school earns attention. If your child wants
Friday-night football, a standard extracurricular model, or room to keep the arts as a hobby, this is the
wrong fit. For the *committed young artist*, that clarity is the strength.
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