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Stedelijk Gymnasium Utrecht
Utrecht, Netherlands

Founded in 1474 as a Latin school, this Utrecht gymnasium still pairs

Greek and Latin with robotics and philosophy.

R A N K I N G  D I M E N S I O N S

Overall 71/100

Academic outcomes 72/100

University placement 65/100

Prestige & heritage 84/100

Alumni network 78/100

Facilities 60/100

Transparency 72/100

E D I T O R ' S  V E R D I C T

Stedelijk Gymnasium Utrecht trades on one fact that few schools can match: a founding date of **1474**. 

That matters here because the school still does the thing that made it distinctive in the first place. This is 

a Dutch Gymnasium with Greek and Latin at its core, not a comprehensive school with a classical garnish. 

The attraction lies in that intellectual line of continuity: ancient languages, philosophy and academic 

discipline on one side; robotics and a modern urban setting on the other. Parents looking for *serious 

academic culture*, *deep-rooted tradition* and a school that treats scholarship as the main event will put 

it straight on the shortlist.
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Its market position is clear. This is a non-religious day school in Utrecht with a **14:1** student-teacher 

ratio and average class size of **28**. Those numbers point to scale rather than boutique intimacy. Pupils 

get the energy and breadth of a larger academic institution, not the hand-held feel of a small private 

school. The age range of **3–18** indicates a full-through structure, which suits families who want 

continuity rather than repeated school transitions. The language of instruction is listed as English, which 

gives the school a wider international opening than the Dutch Gymnasium label alone implies. The 

school’s edge is *intellectual seriousness* without confessional framing, and *old-school rigour* without a 

museum-piece atmosphere.

The right student for Stedelijk Gymnasium Utrecht is not hard to identify. This is for children who enjoy 

ideas for their own sake, who can cope with demanding content, and who do not need constant pastoral 

cushioning to stay on track. A pupil who relishes languages, argument, logic and abstraction will thrive. A 

child who wants a soft, heavily personalised environment or a broad-but-light curriculum will not. The 

strongest fit is the self-motivated student with stamina: the one who finds *scholarly intensity*, *cerebral 

ambition* and the disciplined study of classics energising rather than oppressive.

Why shortlist it? Because schools with real identity are rare, and this one has one. Stedelijk Gymnasium 

Utrecht offers a *clear intellectual proposition*: a long-established academic school where classical study 

still has institutional weight, and where modern subjects sit alongside it rather than replacing it. For the 

right family, that combination is compelling. It is not for everyone. That is part of its strength.

S T R E N G T H S

The Utrechts Stedelijk Gymnasium is one of the

oldest schools in the Netherlands, founded on 4

December 1474 as the Hieronymusschool by the

Brethren of the Common Life.

As a categorical gymnasium, students follow the

regular VWO subjects alongside Latin and

Greek, giving a broader classical academic

grounding than a standard VWO school.

The school maintains strong ties with the cities

of Padua and Brno, and has for several years

offered the special GLOS (formerly ELOS) track

that prepares students for an international

career.

The gymnasium is one of the most popular

schools in Utrecht and, like other independent

gymnasiums, has more applications each year

than places.

Alongside regular lessons, students choose two

VVV blocks (deepen, broaden, strengthen),

which can mean extra help in a difficult subject,

deeper study of a topic of interest, or something

entirely new, allowing the school week to be

tailored to the pupil.

T R A D E - O F F S

Places are consistently oversubscribed; the

school has in past years had to draw lots for

places even after adding an extra intake class,

and the Utrecht gymnasiums have tightened

entrance requirements, including a minimum

Cito end-test score.

Families cannot apply directly themselves - the

child's primary school must handle the digital

application, following the shared Utrecht-wide

'naar het VO' placement procedure among

primary and secondary schools.

As a 'categoraal' gymnasium, the school offers

only the gymnasium/VWO-plus-classics track on

site, so there is no in-house havo or vmbo route

for pupils who later need a different academic

level.

Teaching is conducted entirely in Dutch within

the standard Dutch Gymnasium curriculum,

which assumes strong existing Dutch-language

proficiency rather than offering an English-

medium pathway for newly arrived expat

children.
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A D M I S S I O N S

Entry is chiefly at age 12 into the brugklas (year 7). Applications are not made directly by parents but are 

submitted by the pupil's primary school via Utrecht's shared 'naar het VO' digital placement procedure. 

Candidates need a VWO/gymnasium recommendation from their primary school plus a qualifying Cito or 

equivalent end-test score; Utrecht's gymnasiums have tightened this threshold in recent years. Demand 

consistently exceeds capacity, and in oversubscribed years places have been allocated partly by lottery, so 

a qualifying profile does not guarantee admission.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.

Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch_eb60cda709.
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