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On an island in Kuncheng Lake, mainland China's first UWC pairs the IB
diploma with mandatory Mandarin study and a student-run Zhixing
service programme.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 72/100
Academic outcomes 77/100
University placement 76/100
Prestige & heritage 60/100
Alumni network 55/100
Facilities 80/100
Transparency 76/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

UWC Changshu China sits on an island in Kuncheng Lake, which tells you a lot about the proposition
before you reach the prospectus language: this is a self-contained boarding school built for immersion,
not a day school with dorms attached. Opened in 2015, it was mainland China’s first UWC, and it uses
that status to offer a very specific version of international education: the IB Diploma in Grades 11 and 12,
a dedicated Grade 10 preparatory programme, and mandatory Chinese study within a bilingual English-
Mandarin environment. The school also carries CIS and IBO accreditation, which matters here because
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parents are buying into a mission-heavy model and need external quality markers alongside the UWC
name. At an average boarding fee of *¥*$53,147** a year across the full age range, this is an *expensive*
school, but not priced at the outer edge of the global boarding market.

What sets it apart is not raw academic breadth. This is not the place for families who want a menu of A-
levels, APs or multiple diploma routes. The offer is *deliberately narrow*: UWC idealism, the IB,
residential life, and a China-grounded experience that includes mandatory Mandarin and the student-
facing Zhixing service programme. That combination gives the school a sharper identity than many
international boarders that try to be all things to all markets. Living with peers and teachers from around
the world is central to the model, and the boarding setting gives that claim real weight. Parents who want
a conventional high-output exam factory, or a school that publishes a dense spread of results and
destinations data, will find the public picture *too opaque*. The school does not publish aggregate IB

results or university outcomes in the information here.

The right student for UWC Changshu is internationally minded in a serious sense, not a brochure sense:
intellectually strong, comfortable with discussion and difference, and willing to live in close community
rather than treat boarding as hotel accommodation. It will suit students who want their education tied to
service, intercultural exchange and a *mission-driven* residential culture. It will not suit children who
need a highly sheltered environment, a broad choice of academic pathways, or a school experience built
around status display. For the right teenager, though, this is a *distinctive* proposition: a UWC education
in China, bilingual by design, residential at its core, and more interested in forming outlook than in
polishing a conventional elite-school finish.

STRENGTHS TRADE-OFFS
o Founded in 2015 as the first UWC on mainland « Total annual fees run to approximately 380,000
China, part of the global United World Colleges CNY, covering tuition, boarding, meals and co-
movement founded in 1962 with a mission curricular programmes, a significant cost
centred on international understanding and despite scholarship provision.
shared learning. « Admission is competitive and largely routed
o Genuinely diverse student body of around 650 through national UWC committees, with early-
students from over 100 nationalities, with about admission students explicitly excluded from
40% Chinese and many students on financial needs-based scholarship eligibility.
aid. « The campus is in a relatively remote, suburban
o Every student takes at least one Chinese location outside central Changshu, on an island
language, literature or culture course, in Kuncheng Lake, which limits easy access to a
embedding Mandarin and Chinese cultural major city.
immersion into the IB Diploma experience via « Curriculum is narrow by design: only the IB
the Zhi Xing programme. Diploma (plus a mandatory Grade 10 Foundation
e Purpose-built 24-acre island campus on year) is offered, with no A-Level or other
Kuncheng Lake, designed by Mo Ping (a protege curriculum alternative for families wanting
of .M. Pei), incorporating geothermal heating choice.

and solar power.

o Needs-based scholarships are available to
Regular Admission students, and the school
states many pupils come from working-class or
migrant-worker families rather than only
wealthy backgrounds.
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ADMISSIONS

Entry is mainly for Grade 10 (Foundation Programme, ages 15-16) or direct entry to the two-year IB
Diploma Programme, with places allocated through UWC national committees via a competitive selection
process assessing fit with the '"UWC person' profile rather than academics alone. A rolling EA3 round
exists for latecomers, enrolling roughly a dozen students yearly. Application fee is 500 CNY, with a further

1,500 CNY charged to those invited to selection-day activities; fee waivers are available for financial
hardship.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.
Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch f1955056eb.
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