WORLD'S TOP SCHOOLS 2026-09-03

Marist College Ashgrove

Ashgrove, QLD, Australia
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Brisbane's only Marist day-and-boarding school for boys, where rugby
pedigree and faith-led character rise beneath the landmark Tower Block.

RANKING DIMENSIONS

Overall 47/100
Academic outcomes 58/100
University placement 60/100
Prestige & heritage 53/100
Alumni network 1/100
Facilities 74/100
Transparency 52/100

EDITOR'S VERDICT

Marist College Ashgrove occupies a distinct niche in Brisbane: a Catholic boys’ school with a serious
sporting identity, a long-established Marist ethos and a scale that runs from primary through to Year 12.
In market terms, that combination matters. Parents looking at boys’ schools in Brisbane will already know
that many offer Catholic formation, strong co-curriculars or established senior years. Marist Ashgrove’s
draw lies in the blend: one campus, one culture, and a reputation built as much on *hard-edged schoolboy
sport* and *ritualised school spirit* as on classroom continuity. The Tower Block gives the place a
recognisable physical centre; the Marist identity gives it a *clear moral frame*. This is not a neutral, all-
things-to-all-families school. It is a school with a defined culture, and that clarity has value.
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The shortlist case rests on fit. For the right boy, Marist Ashgrove offers *tribal belonging*, visible tradition
and the steadying structure that many families want from a Catholic education. Boys who thrive here will
not want a loose, experimental school culture. They will want house identity, team sport, school ceremony
and adults who take conduct seriously. Rugby looms large in the public imagination around the school,
and that pedigree will attract ambitious athletes as well as families who like the discipline and
camaraderie that sport can impose on adolescent life. The age span, **5-18**, also matters: parents can
buy into the culture early and avoid a second school transition later. As a boys’ school, it also speaks
directly to families who want an environment designed around how boys work, compete and mature.

There are trade-offs, and parents should face them directly. A school with this much institutional identity
can feel *demanding* as well as supportive. Boys who dislike overt tradition, are indifferent to organised
sport, or want a more mixed social setting may find the culture too narrow. Families who want a
progressive, less codified version of Catholic schooling should look hard at whether the school’s values
and rhythms match life at home. The curriculum is QCE, the language of instruction is English, and the
school serves boys from Year **5** to Year **12**. In short: Marist College Ashgrove belongs on a
shortlist for families seeking a *high-commitment boys’ education* with Catholic conviction, *competitive
sporting energy* and a campus identity strong enough to shape a boy’s daily life, not just his timetable.

STRENGTHS TRADE-OFFS

Established Catholic Marist Brothers school with
a long history of Marist tradition and values-
based pastoral care in Brisbane's inner-
northwest.

Single-sex boys' day school offering continuity
from Prep through to Year 12, allowing families
to avoid a school transition at adolescence.

Strong and well-resourced co-curricular
program, particularly in rugby union, rugby
league and rowing, competing in the AIC
(Associated Independent Colleges) competition.

Delivers the Queensland Certificate of Education
(QCE), giving graduates a recognised pathway
into Queensland universities and interstate
tertiary study.

Located in an established, leafy inner-city
Brisbane suburb with good road access, suiting
families wanting proximity to the CBD without
inner-city fees.
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Single-sex boys' environment will not suit
families seeking co-education or a more gender-
diverse social setting for their children.

As a Catholic systemic-adjacent independent
school, religious observance and Marist ethos
are woven into school life, which may not appeal
to strictly secular families.

Heavy emphasis on rugby codes in the co-
curricular culture may not suit boys whose
interests lie outside traditional football sports.

Specific, independently verified fee figures,
academic (ATAR) results and named notable
alumni are not readily available from public
sources, limiting like-for-like comparison with
other Brisbane schools.
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ADMISSIONS

Enrolment applications are lodged directly through the college's enrolment office, with entry points at
Prep, Year 5 and Year 7 being the most common, though places in other year levels are considered subject
to availability. Priority is generally given to siblings of current or past students and Catholic families
within the parish community, with non-Catholic applicants also accepted. Families are advised to apply
well in advance, often years ahead of the intended start date, given the school's established local
reputation and finite year-level intake numbers. An interview and provision of academic and pastoral
references from the previous school are typically required as part of the process.

WTS RATING

This profile summarises editorial research by World's Top Schools. Verify all admissions dates directly with the school before submitting.
Sources are cited in the full online profile at WorldsTopSchools.com/schools/sch f775a05872.
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